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 November 4, 2017 – Local Church Budget 
There is an all-time favorite fable that illustrates what is important in life.  The story says that a very 
skilled salesman had a conversation with God about being able to keep a little of all he had with him 
when going to heaven.  God allowed him to take only two suitcases.  The salesman sold everything he 
had and accumulated all his possessions into gold bars that fit in the two bags.  On resurrection 
morning, the man showed up in heaven with his bags but was stopped at the gate by Peter. “Brother,” 
Peter kindly commented, “no belongings from earth are allowed in heaven.”  The salesman quickly 
replied that he had arranged things with God Himself.  When Peter looked at the content of the bags, 
he went from serious to puzzled, and exclaimed, “Why would you bring pavement to heaven?” 

(John and Sylvia Ronsvalle, At Ease: Discussing Money and Values in Small Groups. (Downers Grove, IL: The Alban Institute, 1994), 7.) 
 
Ellen White affirms in Christ’s Object Lessons that the character is the only thing believers will carry to 
heaven.  People value many things on this earth that have no eternal value. Whether it is possessions, 
family, or career, nothing should cloud the vision, as Paul wrote, “…One thing I do... I press toward the 
goal for the prize…” (Phil. 3:13-14). 

 
Believers study, work, save, invest, enjoy life, and do much more.  But let’s keep in perspective what is 
important in this life as we prepare for the one to come.  May you continue being faithful to God with 
your tithes and give generously to your local church today. 
 

 

 
 

November 11 – Annual Sacrifice / Global Mission  (World Budget) 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church values the Three Angels’ Messages as the center of its theology 
(Revelation 14:6-12).  The reader of Revelation 14 knows this is the final message to be proclaimed.  It is 
an imagery of the end of the world as presented by Jesus in the explanation of the parable of the 
weeds (Matthew 13:38, 39). The implications of this message in missiology are profound for Adventism. 
It lifts up the centrality of the Gospel and its worldwide proclamation preceding the Second Coming of 
Christ.  Therefore, the everlasting Gospel and mission are central to the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
 
The proclamation of the Gospel in North America has encountered many challenges. Growth in many 
cities has been possible due to immigration. It is not a racial problem, but an indigenous one.  As 
immigrants acculturate and subsequent generations assimilate into the mainstream, God loses 
relevancy.  Science, wealth, and relativism take precedence over truth.  “History and experience also 
discourage the idea that scientific progress will necessarily lead to a better world.  t has become 
obvious that a rising standard of living does not necessarily result in personal happiness.  Wealth has 
proven to be no shield against dysfunction, addiction, and crime.  Instead, increased affluence has led to 
increased stress and anxiety.” 

(Jon Paulien, Everlasting Gospel, Ever Changing World: Introducing Jesus to a Skeptical Generation (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 2008), 49.) 
 
Ellen White reminds the church that “New life into old methods of labor is needed,” as well as new 
plans and methods of evangelism. 

(Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship: A Compilaion from the Writings of Ellen G. White (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1940), 190.) 

 

Let’s fund the mission to finish the work. 

http://www.imsda.org/resources


November 18, 2017 – Local Church Budget 

Since 1810, the city of Munich located in Bavaria, Germany, has celebrated “Oktoberfest” every year 
from mid- or late-September to the first weekend of October.  According to tradition, King Ludwig I 
began the celebrations when inviting the citizens of Munich to attend his wedding.  For about 16 days, 
the inhabitants of Bavaria spend their nights and most days on the fairgrounds of Munich eating, listening 
to live music, and drinking lots of beer. 

(Oktoberfest, Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oktoberfest (accessed on May, 8 2016).) 

 
The Seventh-day Adventist church in Germany celebrates a Harvest day as a counter-cultural response 
to “Oktoberfest.”  Churches decorate their platforms with bread, cheese, and produce from their 
gardens.  Believers thank God for providing for their sustainment.  What a great opportunity to “Praise 
God, From Whom All Blessings Flow.” 

(Hymn #694 in the Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1985).) 
 
Bringing offerings to the altar is one great way to thank God for His providence.  Helping someone in 
need is another way.  Thanksgiving should move believers deeply.  What a great opportunity in this 
season of Thanksgiving to adopt a person, a family, or even a community, blessing them with words of 
encouragement, acts of kindness, and gifts of appreciation. 
 
May every believer, family, or group reflect on ways God’s love can be incarnated through their actions. 
And may our church receive a generous offering from each one here to continue the proclamation of 
the Three Angels’ Messages in this community. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November 25 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

The children of Israel had a difficult journey through the desert after leaving Egypt.  Although  the  Lord  
was  willing  to  bless them,  often  their  decisions  brought  pain  and  suffering.  Yet there were 
moments when they responded with passion to the Lord’s commands.  For instance, when the 
tabernacle was under construction, a need for skilled men and women existed.  The whole camp 
became passionately involved, and gold, silver, yarn, and other materials were brought to the artisans. 
 
It must have been a glorious scene of unity and commitment.  “The children of Israel brought a freewill 
offering to the LORD, all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring material for all kinds of 
work which the LORD, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done” (Exodus 35:29).  The skilled 
men stopped doing their work to meet with Moses in order to communicate that the people had come 
morning after morning “bringing more than enough” (Exodus 36:5). 
 
Their generosity exceeded all expectations.  “Their devotion, their zeal and liberality, are an example 
worthy of imitation.  All who love the worship of God and prize the blessing of His sacred presence will 
manifest the same spirit of sacrifice in preparing a house where He may meet with them.  They will 
desire to bring to the Lord an offering of the very best that they possess.  A house built for God 
should not be left in debt, for He is thereby dishonored.  An amount sufficient to accomplish the work 
should be freely given...” 

(Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets (Washington, DC: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1958), 344.) 
 
May the Lord’s blessings allow you to give like the Israelites. 


