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December 2, 2017 – Local Church Budget 

A young man once found a dollar bill on the street.  From that time on he walked with his eyes on the 
ground.  After 40 years, he had accumulated 29,516 buttons, 54,172 pins, 7 pennies, a bent back, and a 
stingy disposition.  “All of this as a result of finding a tattered dollar bill.” 
 
It seems we live in a society that values success with dollar figures.  Solomon owned 40,000 stalls of 
horses, 1,400 chariots, and 12,000 horsemen.  Had John D. Rockefeller and Henry Ford lived around 
Solomon’s time, Rockefeller would have been Solomon’s yardman, while Henry Ford his chauffer. 
 
Yet Solomon didn’t achieve success.  He declared, “All is vanity and grasping for the wind” (Eccl. 2:17). 
He reflected on what was important in life when affirming, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God and keep His commandments: for this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 
 
Money used for God’s glory can be a blessing locally, regionally, and globally.  People in need can be 
ministered to.  Real purpose in life can be achieved.  Money can be a tool for good in the hands of people 
who fear God.  “Don’t bargain with God.  Take Him at face value.  Forget the coin, but remember the 
motto, ‘In God We Trust.’”   As you worship today in giving, pray that the Lord uses your tithes and 
freewill offerings to enhance His kingdom by equipping the saints for ministry and evangelism. 

(J. O. Iversen, Teen Talks (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald, 1963), 12, 13, 15.) 

 
 
 

December 9 – ACS: Adventist Community Services  (World Budget) 

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was 
sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me” (Matthew 25:34-36). 
 
The   World   Budget offering today   supports   Adventist   Community Services (ACS) in the North 
American Division.  By supporting ACS, you can make a lasting impact in your community and beyond, 
whether it’s volunteering your time, donating goods, or contributing financially. By touching one heart, 
one family, one community, we can transform the world! 
 
Jesus lived His life as a humble servant: “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28, NIV).  Therefore, the bottom line of 
the Christian journey is to be servants of God.  Adventist Community Services provides you with 
opportunities to be a servant of God in your own communities.  They lend their support and assistance in 
disaster relief ministries, elder care, crisis care, urban ministries, tutoring, mentoring, Hope for Humanity, 
and Youth and Young Adults Empowered to Serve. 
 
Your financial gifts to the Adventist Community Services offering will make it possible to continue 
transforming our communities—one life at a time. 
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December 16, 2017 – Local Church Budget 

A young man, newly arrived to the United States, received a phone call from the pastor’s wife.  She 
expressed her desire to help this young man acquire some basic necessities.  After a few hours of 
expert bargaining with sales associates, several new articles of clothing were purchased.  Back in the 
vehicle, she told him, “Today is my birthday.  I learned from my dad to help someone in need on my 
birthday.”  That was a life-changing experience for this young man. 
 
Some families who struggle to bring a gift to God’s cause purchase expensive furniture or costly 
clothing.  “Our birthday anniversaries, and Christmas and Thanksgiving festivals are too often devoted 
to selfish gratification, when the mind should be directed to the mercy and loving-kindness of God.  God 
is displeased that His goodness, His constant care, His unceasing love, are not brought to mind on these 
anniversary occasions.” 
Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship: A Compilation from the Writings of Ellen G. White (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1940), 295. 

 
The year 2017 is about to pass to the annals of history.  More celebrations are around the corner. 
Families will gather, trips will be taken, and gifts will be given to friends and loved ones.  What could 
your family, small group, or church do differently to honor the Lord in a unique way this year?  Maybe a 
family in need can be adopted, or a special offering can be brought to church, or the expense of 
education of an orphan can be covered overseas. 
 
What is the Lord telling you to do?  May you be blessed as you give offerings generously to your 
local congregation and consider becoming a channel of blessing to others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 23 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

Stephen N. Haskell was teaching from the book of Daniel.  He was a deep thinker and great 
exegete of God’s Word.  Elder Haskell made a statement in class, which was questioned by one of his 
students. “Every part of Scripture,” Elder Haskell affirmed, “has a valuable spiritual lesson.”  The 
student raised his voice in skepticism, doubting the true value of that statement.      When challenged 
to provide a portion of Scripture which appears to have purely material significance, the student quoted 
2 Timothy 4:13, “Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come— and the books, 
especially the parchments.”  Elder Haskell replied without hesitation, “The apostle Paul had brought the 
imperishable riches of heaven to thousands of souls; yet he was so poor in this world’s goods that he 
preferred to wait an indefinite length of time while Timothy made the uncertain journey from Troas to 
Rome, rather than to have money expended in purchasing a new coat and writing materials.” 

(James R. Nix, Passion Purpose and Power: Recapturing the Spirit of the Adventist Pioneers Today (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 2013), 28.) 
 
The Apostle Paul made many sacrifices for the sake of the Gospel.  In 2 Corinthians 6:10, Paul admitted 
to his situational poverty, including his lack of earthly possessions.  Regardless, he taught believers that 
contentment comes from a close relationship with God.  “…But one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13, 14). 
 
May the Lord help us as believers to live a life focused on Christ as good stewards of temple, time, 
talents, and treasure. 
 



 

December 30 – Camp Heritage (MAU has designated CH as the recipient of this offering) 

Today, Sabbath- keepers around the world will be celebrating the last Sabbath of 2017.  This is a 
prime opportunity to take an inventory of our life—looking at the past, evaluating the present, and 
contemplating the future.  Perhaps Revelation 3:14-22 can help with this spiritual assessment. 
 
Laodicea was enormously wealthy and proud of it.  Their wealth came from clothing manufacturing and 
banking.  Laodicea was also well known for their medical school, which treated eye diseases. 

(Ranko  Stefanovic,  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ:  Commentary  on  the  Book  of Revelation (Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2002), 144.) 
 
The church of Laodicea seemed to have focused more on the world around them than the Gospel. 
Their wealth was causing a dangerous independence from God, which resulted in spiritual blindness, 
poverty, and nakedness.  In short, they were pitiful, wretched, and lukewarm.  The worst part was that 
they didn’t know it. 
 
How has the Lord blessed you in 2017?  Have you understood and embraced your dependence on Him? 
Have you been faithful with your tithes and offerings?  What will you do today and next year?  Jesus 
stands at the door and knocks.  He is willing to visit, listen, and forgive. 
 
Let us worship God today by joyfully giving to the Lord as we allow His robe of righteousness to cover 
us. 
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