
Iowa-Missouri Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
 

 

OFFERTORY READINGS FOR MARCH 2018 
 

 

Readings & Stewpot posted on: www.imsda.org/resources 

 

March 3, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
Poverty is a relative thing. Never had the people on the short- term mission seen such poverty in their 
lives! Conditions in a certain Caribbean city were bad enough, but out in the sugar plantations were 
thousands of lean-to wooden shacks row on row, often no more than three feet apart, inhabited by large 
families of immigrant workers, chickens, flies, and filth. They were so moved by the scene that most of 
them ended up leaving almost all of their material possessions behind when it was time to return home.  
 
Jesus was well-acquainted with poverty. The Bible makes an interesting statement about this: “For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9, NKJV).  
 
Poverty is a relative thing. Most of the “poor” of North America are far wealthier than the poor seen 
elsewhere. Some are victims of technology, their jobs rendered obsolete by a machine. Others have lost 
work due to a recession. There are those who make little or no effort to better their situation. And then 
there are those who are poor due to bad money management and unhealthy lifestyles. You can see 
them at the grocery checkout, their carts loaded with beer and sodas, cigarettes, candy, and junk food.  
 
Jesus can help us avoid unhealthy lifestyles. Good stewardship of our homes and bodies will redound in 
personal prosperity as well as the prosperity of God’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

March 10 – World Budget (Adventist World Radio) 

The miracle of shortwave broadcasting. Pastor James Hoffer remembers well his first radio contact 
as a young intern in southeastern Ohio in 1964, having just received his FCC amateur radio license. A 
signal he sent out with his transmitter over a bare wire up in the trees reached all the way to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee; in his receiver, he heard a gentleman responding to his call in Morse code. It 
seemed truly miraculous. As his adroitness increased, it became common to talk with others as far away 
as Australia or the South Pole, right from his home.  
 
Two-way conversations using shortwave frequencies are well-known among “ham operators.” But the 
miracle lies in the fact that shortwave transmissions can travel around the globe, bouncing back to earth 
from energy fields in the ionosphere.  A message sent forth in this manner knows no international 
boundaries.  It is “out there” for all to hear, regardless of local politics or religions, if they have the right 
kind of receivers.  
 
Adventist World Radio has been employing this phenomenon for years now and has met with huge 
success, as attested to by the correspondence it receives from faraway places. And nowadays, of 
course, AWR is using many digital means, such as Internet, to enlarge their broadcast ministry. They 
deserve our solid support. 
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March 17, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

St. Patrick’s Day. Today is St. Patrick’s Day, and much of the Christian world will celebrate it with 
parades and other festivities. Though we may not resonate with this holiday in the same way as others, 
perhaps we can at least reflect on the fact that Patrick brought Christianity to the Irish in those primitive 
times. History records that at the age of sixteen he was captured by Irish raiders and sent to Ireland as a 
slave. However, during the six years of his exile he found the Lord, and eventually became a missionary 
to the people there. God certainly knows how to bring good out of evil.  
 
We are deeply indebted to early missionaries like Patrick who brought the true gospel, possibly including 
the Sabbath truth, to the pagans of his day. Today we are challenged to pick up the torch of truth and 
bear it proudly throughout our generation, passing it on to the next. And that includes sharing our faith 
with others verbally, through literature, and through our means, so that God’s work may go forward 
mightily.  
 
“Local church budget” may be a rather vague term to some, so let’s flesh it out a bit. It is far more than 
just paying for light and heat and air conditioning. It has to do with all of those important components 
that enter into the ministry of our local church. Children’s ministries, youth ministries, and many other 
ministries all benefit from what we are giving today.  
 
Let us contribute generously today to God’s work in this our area of His vineyard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 24 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

The great flood.  In March of 1974 the coastal city of Tubarão in southern Brazil was devastated by a 
flood. Days and more days of torrential rains brought destruction to the city, inundating homes, bridges, 
and railroad tracks while bringing death to many. Some bodies were never recovered, having been 
swept out to sea. Approximately 65,000 people were left homeless. All utilities were down. All hope of 
recovery was seemingly dashed.  
 
The flood was no respecter of persons. The long bread lines set up by the federal authorities stretched 
for blocks. Most remarkable was the fact that people of all social classes were side by side in those 
lines, all having been reduced to poverty instantly. Rich and poor were all now exactly equal, having a 
single common denominator, being homeless and penniless. How fragile are the “lines” that divide the 
supposed social classes!  
 
Today, more than forty years later, Tubarão has come back.  But those who lived through that 
experience still have many stories to tell. Undoubtedly they have learned the lesson that all victims of 
tragedy have—that our possessions and even our lives are fragile and subject to the whims of natural 
disaster, and that our first allegiance belongs to God and His work.  
 
Giving Combined Youth Ministries offerings helps provide for services such as help for our camps and 
retreat centers, certain evangelistic projects for youth, and other very worthy causes. Consider a liberal 
offering today. 



March 31 – Conference Evangelism 

Evangelism.  When individuals think of evangelism, their minds will often think of evangelistic meetings, 
flyers being mailed out to communities, a pastor or evangelist preaching 18 to 20 nights and calling for 
decisions.  Maybe evangelism is going door to door, mass mailing Bible study cards or sitting down in 
another person’s living room and pouring through Scripture, teaching biblical truths.  
  
Someone might say, “We are too focused on public preaching and Bible study. There needs to be more 
emphasis on meeting the needs of people, teaching health and financial seminars, opening community 
centers for the purpose of feeding and clothing those who are less fortunate.”  
 
Let’s start by really looking at the word “evangelism.”  Webster’s dictionary defines the word 
“evangelism” this way: “The spreading of the Christian Gospel by preaching and personal witness.”  The 
first definition is pretty simple.   Evangelism is the spreading of the Gospel or Good News of salvation in 
Jesus Christ through preaching or an individual conversation. The second part of the definition is quite 
interesting: “Zealous advocacy for a cause.” 
  
Simply put, evangelism is not so much about an event or a personal conversation, rather it’s more about 
the passion in which we perform the act.   
 
Today, we are taking up an offering for our conference evangelism, funds that are directly used to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout Iowa and Missouri.   Do you have a zeal for the cause? 
Please take the time to seek the Lord in prayer as to how you can contribute financially, now and 
throughout the year.   But most importantly, do you have zeal and passion for the cause of Jesus Christ 
and sharing that message to your world? 
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