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April 7, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
Deadbeats.  Now there’s a negative word for you!  What on earth is a deadbeat?  The dictionary defines 
a deadbeat as someone who persistently fails to pay personal debts or expenses.  God forbid that a 
Christian should ever be guilty of that!  
 
A local funeral director recently confided to a friend that hundreds of his clients over the years have 
never paid a dime for their loved one’s funeral.  Of course, what can he do to collect?  Return a dead 
body to the person’s doorstep?!  
 
Some of this comes about because of circumstances of poverty.  He is proud of those who, even though 
they will probably never be able to pay back entirely, nevertheless show up at the funeral home weekly 
or monthly with a modest amount of money, thus demonstrating good faith and diligence.  
 
It’s not only sad when people take advantage of businesses this way, but it’s downright dishonest.  
 
One of the nicest lessons that the tithing plan teaches us is honesty, and that is a trait that seems to be 
in short supply in our society. Everywhere you go people are taking advantage of other people.  
 
Someday there will be final “audit,” and the truth about our honesty or lack of it will be made plain. 
Choose now to be honest before both God and humans, and He will bless you abundantly. 

 
 

 
 

April 14 – World Budget (Christian Record Services) 

“You have blood in your eye.”  This one phrase signaled a significant life change for Leanora Ruff. 
Poised to re-enter the workforce after acquiring her doctoral degree, Leanora was stunned by the 
comment.  A glance in the mirror confirmed it.  But what did that mean?  In Leanora’s case, it meant 
retinal detachment.  First, it happened in her right eye.  One year later, it occurred again in her left eye. 
“I was devastated,” she said.  
 
A church friend, upon discovering Leanora’s eye problems, asked her a simple question, “Have you 
contacted Christian Record Services?”  This friend knew that the resources and programs from Christian 
Record Services would be helpful to Leanora as she adapted to life with limited vision.  
 
The gifts you give today through the World Budget offering provide services such as Bible study 
courses, Sabbath School lessons, magazines, library books, and more—including adventures in nature 
through National Camps for Blind Children.  
 
Leanora offers this encouragement to each church member:  “Your donations, small or large, will be 
impactful and will be influential in getting the services of Christian Record Services to many 
individuals....  I encourage you to make a contribution.  It will multiply like you’ve never seen it multiply 
before.”  
 
Thank you for remembering Christian Record Services as you make your World Budget offering today. 
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April 21, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Enthusiasm for God’s work.  Several years ago, a pastor came to a church that was heavily in debt 
over a building program.  What to do?  The church was barely meeting its monthly mortgage payment to 
the conference revolving fund, and some months not meeting it at all. Watch now what happened and 
how the dynamics changed.  
 
An Adventist financial consultant was contacted to help get over this hump.  And he required further 
expenditures to get the campaign going— several thousands of dollars.  Would the church buy into this 
plan?  Well, think of this now from a business standpoint.  Business people know that you must spend 
money in order to make money.  A brand-new business cannot make even its first dollar until there is 
expenditure for office space, furniture and equipment, advertising, raw materials, and such.  Sometimes 
a church needs to think like a business.  
 
The pastor had to sell the idea to the church that an expenditure of $40,000 would be needed in order to 
pay off the debt of nearly $800,000.  He posed a question to the church board and later to the church in 
business session:  “Would you spend $40 to make $800?”  Of course.  Proportionately, that’s what 
would be taking place.  The church voted to go ahead, and with God’s blessing the debt was entirely 
paid off in five years.  
 
But that’s not the best part.  During those five years, tithe and offerings for all the other funds were up as 
well!  How do you explain it?  Enthusiasm for God’s work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 28 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

The Sanctuary.  The sanctuary message teaches us many things about stewardship.  Just to name 
one, think about the many animal sacrifices.  Not only was the shedding of blood a crucial part of the 
symbolism, but what about the financial value of the animals to the farmer or sheepherder?  Before the 
days of currency and coinage, livestock was often the currency of the day.  Even today in some 
countries, the price of a bride or a dowry might be measured in cows.  And some faithful members may 
return their tithe in produce.  
 
We have it so much easier.  No messy, smelly sacrifices or complicated involved rituals—just money. 
But money seems to be our big problem.  
 
What overall lesson did God want His people to learn?  They would have to be entirely dependent on 
Him.  While possessions and money are necessary for the sustenance of life, He wanted to make sure 
that they understood where their resources came from and how they were to be used to His glory.  He 
also had built-in provisions for the care of the poor.  Think about what the children of Israel had to do in 
the jubilee years, such as forgiving all debts and returning land to its original owner.  What amazing 
reminders of the temporary nature of our existence on this earth.  
 
Through our support of education, evangelism, and youth ministry in our conference, let’s send our 
treasures heavenward today! 
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