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May 5, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
The Hebrew economy.  Ellen White uses this interesting term several times in her writings, and it is 
worth considering.  First, we generally use the word “economy” in terms of finance; however, here we 
are seeing a much broader usage. The dictionary reveals that it goes back to two Greek words:  

oikos, meaning house or household, and  
nomos, meaning rule or law.  
 

The oikonomos was the manager of a given household.  The church is a household and we are 
members of its family.  Each of us, great or small, plays an important role in the overall health of the 
church household.  We are called to diligent and faithful service.  
 
The Hebrew economy, in its ideal form, was an awesome model for the rest of the world of its day.  
Notice:  “During the days of Moses, the government of Israel was characterized by the most thorough 
organization, wonderful alike for its completeness and its simplicity.  The order so strikingly displayed in 
the perfection and arrangement of all God’s created works was manifest in the Hebrew economy.  God 
was the center of authority and government, the sovereign of Israel” (Review & Herald, Oct. 12, 1905).  
 
“The work of the gospel, as it widens, requires greater provision to sustain it than was called for 
anciently; and this makes the law of tithes and offerings of even more urgent necessity now than under 
the Hebrew economy” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 529). 
 
 

 
 

May 12 – World Budget (Disaster & Famine Relief) 

Greed.   Nurse Vera was working in the oncology ward of a large hospital in Michigan. She was a very 
empathetic and caring person, and the patients loved her.  One patient in particular, who seemed at one 
point to be headed downhill, rallied and improved sufficiently to be able to return home.  What a nasty 
surprise awaited her.  While she was in the hospital, her greedy children, thinking that she was never 
going to return, had completely cleaned out her apartment, furniture and all.  She opened the door and 
saw absolutely nothing.  Naturally she was devastated.  Can you imagine such awful selfishness?  
 
Greed is a terrible thing, and the world is full of it.  No one likes to be around a greedy, grasping person. 
The opposite, of course, is generosity.  How we love people who are large-hearted and generous!  They 
reflect God’s character of generosity and are a blessing to all.  
 
Do you aspire to be a generous person, more concerned about the needs of others than your own 
needs?  Then follow the example of Jesus.  See Him lift up the downcast and heal the afflicted.  Watch 
Him feed 5,000 and even raise the dead.  Jesus is exhibit A of a totally unselfish person.  Oh, how I 
want to be like Him!  
 
Of course, that’s what stewardship is all about.  God entrusts us with means for the sustenance of our 
families and those around us, as well as for His wonderful soul-winning work.  
 
Thank you for remembering Christian Record Services as you make your World Budget offering today. 
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May 19, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Independent ministries.  Our denomination is blessed with many causes and entities which fall outside 
of direct denominational ownership.  In the Adventist world, with a strong desire to spread our message, 
many individuals have felt a burden to reach out in unique ways, whether through health ministries or 
mission outreach or other methods.  How shall we respond to the many appeals for funds while keeping 
things in balance?  
 
Here are some recognized characteristics of those we would consider “supporting” ministries, rather 
than “competing” ministries:  
 

1. They work very closely with conference and local leadership.  
2. They provide needed services that the denomination itself does not provide, such as building 

churches.  
3. They have current denominational officials as full voting members on their boards.  
4. They are openly loyal to, rather than in competition with, the Seventh- day Adventist 

denomination.  
5. They do not encourage or knowingly receive tithe from their supporters.  

 
Let’s be faithful givers, bringing our tithes and offerings first of all into God’s storehouse, His church, 
while not neglecting other valid appeals for special needs and causes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 26 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

One fourth! Really?!  “The contributions required of the Hebrews for religious and charitable purposes 
amounted to fully one fourth of their income” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 527).  
 
Wow!  How could anybody live on that?  Just for a moment, consider in your mind your own income, 
whether weekly or monthly, and deduct 25 percent.  How much do you have left?  Not a lot, you say.  It 
would certainly be difficult to pay my bills, or perhaps even impossible.  
 
But to be fair, let’s consider the rest of the paragraph from Patriarchs and Prophets:  “So heavy a tax 
upon the resources of the people might be expected to reduce them to poverty, but, on the contrary, the 
faithful observance of these regulations was one of the conditions of their prosperity.  On condition of 
their obedience God made them this promise:  ‘I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field.... 
And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.’ 
Malachi 3:11” (emphasis ours).  
 
“One of the conditions of our prosperity.”  Well, Lord, is that why I am struggling, because my giving is 
not up to par?  That’s a question that each of us needs to answer for ourselves.  If we are not living 
within our means and are experiencing debt, may God help us to begin to take the necessary steps to 
be faithful and experience His blessings. 
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