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June 2, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
Our wonderful church treasurers.  A number of years ago, a pastor, a bit late for an appointment, was 
frustrated because he happened to find himself on a busy two-lane highway right behind a slow-moving 
car driven by an elderly lady.  After several minutes, he finally saw his opportunity to pass, so he “put his 
pedal to the metal,” as they say, and annoyingly zoomed past the slow car. Pulling back to the right, he 
glanced in the mirror, only to discover that that lady was his church treasurer. Oops! 
 
Our church treasurers are valuable. The vast majority are hard- working, conscientious, and meticulous 
as they labor with the numbers, present reports to church boards, and pay the bills. In some cases, 
when giving is in decline, they even take from their own pockets to meet the demands. 
 
Of course, we are all just fallible people, and on very rare occasions mishaps occur, whether at the local 
level or higher. The Adventist system is well protected for this, with auditing and other checks and 
balances.  
 
And that is the reason for our periodic nominating committees and constituency meetings. As we sit as 
delegates listening to the reports of the various departments, we can be bored or we can rejoice in the 
progress of God’s work. These meetings hold our leaders (people just like us) to accountability. 
 
Today’s offering is for the local church budget. Let us continue to be faithful givers, and have confidence 
in those we have chosen to direct the work. 
 

 
 
 

June 9 – World Budget (Multilingual and Chaplaincy Ministries) 

What is prosperity?   Consider the following verse of Scripture: “Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou may prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers” (3 John 2).  
 
Overseas workers, when learning a new language, may also need to learn new ways of doing things. 
For example, in many Latin countries when you write a business letter, you never jump right into the 
subject at hand like we do in the States. On the contrary, even if the addressee is unknown to you, you 
will start with something like “Dear Brother So-and-so:  I trust that this letter finds you in good health and 
enjoying the blessings of the Lord.” Only then do you broach the subject.  
 
Our letters seem too forward and rude to them; theirs seem too flowery to us. Almost all of the epistles 
begin with at least one verse of salutation, sometimes three or four.  And guess what—they sign their 
name at the top of the letter instead of the bottom.  The reader would not need to completely unroll the 
scroll to know who it came from.  
 
But what really is prosperity?  We often think of it in monetary or material terms. Prosperity in the 
Christian sense would be a wonderful knowledge of well-being in the Lord, knowing that your sins are 
forgiven and you are secure in Christ, and that your future is in His hands. That is prosperity that money 
can’t buy!  
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June 16, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Two seas, two results.  Well, they are really just large lakes, but down through the years they have 
been called seas:  the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. They are both found in the land of Israel, and 
they both illustrate the difference between a healthy and an unhealthy Christian.  
 
The Sea of Galilee is a fresh body of water, because the Jordan River flows through it from north to 
south.  The constant flow of the river keeps the waters of Galilee alive with fish and other creatures.  On 
the other hand, the Dead Sea receives water from the Jordan, but has no outlet. Its waters stagnate and 
largely evaporate in the arid Israeli south, and nothing can live in it due to the lack of oxygen and 
extremely high saline condition.  
 
Business people speak of a phenomenon known as “cash flow.” Institutions, entities, and even churches 
depend on cash flow to survive.  And so do people.  You receive, but then you must spend to obtain the 
resources necessary for life, first of all taking out the Lord’s part. And so goes the cycle.  
 
The Dead Sea is truly dead because there is no throughput. So-called “Christians” who have no 
throughput are dead.  Only by constantly receiving and giving may we continue to be healthy Christians, 
receiving of the Lord, and then empowered by Him to be a blessing to others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 23 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

What is the “storehouse”?  There is a tendency on the part of some to presume to decide for 
themselves what should be considered God’s storehouse for the returning of tithes.  But what does the 
Bible say?  “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house” (Mal. 3:10, 
NKJV, emphasis ours).   
 
In the days of Jesus, there was a particular part of the Temple that was dedicated as the storehouse, or 
treasury, and so it is in our churches today.  This means, then, that our tithes should be rendered to the 
local church treasury, which in turn sends it on to the larger organizations.  This is the system which for  
many years the Adventist church has followed, and which has been the envy of many other Christians 
who struggle to pay their pastors.  
 
There are many other fine causes out there, most of them well-deserving of our support.  But it is not the 
best plan to divert our tithes away from God’s official storehouse.  
 
Even if we have some concerns about the way our church conducts business, we should not hold back 
God’s tithe.   At a time when corruption was ripe in the church of Jesus’ day, Jesus did not counsel the 
widow to hold back her mite or send it to another place. On the contrary, He praised her for her 
faithfulness even in the face of her poverty.  
 
Today we have another opportunity to prove the Lord’s promise that He will  “...pour out for you such a 
blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10, NKJV). 



 

June 30, 2018 – Union Designated: NAD Evangelism 

Looking beyond.   It is always good that we keep in mind the overall purpose of giving our tithes and 
offerings.  As we look beyond our present situation and consider the fact that the funds are used in soul-
winning, we can take satisfaction in knowing that our part is helping the overall progress of the gospel.  It 
is the many gifts, both great and small, both financial and otherwise, that make up the whole package. 
  
We belong to an amazing organization, despite the occasional criticism we hear.  All one needs to do is 
attend one of our General Conference sessions and perceive the vast scope of our worldwide work. 
There is great power in working together for the Lord, and our influence as a denomination is greatly out 
of proportion to our size.  And we are blessed with a wonderful company of church workers and lay 
people who, shoulder-to-shoulder together, carry forward the work of the Lord.  
 
A beautiful and very moving song by Ray Boltz, known simply by the title “Thank You,” contains these 
lyrics:  “Thank you for giving to the Lord.  I am a life that was changed.”  The song portrays God’s people 
in heaven, thanking those who gave their offerings, or went as missionaries, or taught in what we call 
Sabbath school classes.  
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