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July 7, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
David’s decision. Listen to this portion of a Bible story from the life of King David: “Then the angel of 
the LORD told Gad to instruct David to go up and build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite. So David went up to do what the LORD had commanded him.... When Araunah 
saw David approaching, he left his threshing floor and bowed before David with his face to the ground. 
David said to Araunah, ‘Let me buy this threshing floor from you at its full price. Then I will build an altar 
to the LORD there, so that he will stop the plague.’ ‘Take it, my lord the king, and use it as you wish,’ 
Araunah said to David.  
 
‘I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, and the threshing boards for wood to build a fire on the altar, 
and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give it all to you.’ But King David replied to Araunah, ‘No, I 
insist on buying it for the full price. I will not take what is yours and give it to the LORD. I will not present 
burnt offerings that have cost me nothing!’” (1Chron. 21:18–24, NLT, emphasis ours).  
 
How much of our offerings cost us relatively little or nothing? We place a dollar or two in the offering 
plate and think we have done God a great service. Let’s give sacrificially this morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 14 – World Budget (Women’s Ministries) 

Daily bread, a team of horses, and forty years.   Shirley Ann Munroe tells the following story: “In 1938 
my father died from a ruptured appendix. One of his business associates cheated my mother out of our 
inheritance. To support her family, my mother had to return to college to become certified to teach 
school in California.  
 
“Some friends had actually suggested to Mother that it wasn’t necessary for her to tithe in our difficult 
situation, an idea she quickly rejected.  
 
“We moved to the city of my mother’s new teaching job. By the time we had paid the movers and the 
first month’s rent, we were completely out of money. The school system wouldn’t issue my mother’s first 
paycheck until October 1. That meant that we would be without any money for a whole month. We knew 
no one in the city. Where could we turn for help?  
 
“We knelt to pray for bread and placed our problem before the Lord. About an hour later, the doorbell 
rang.  It was a postal worker with a special delivery letter that had been forwarded from our old address. 
It contained a check for $240.  The letter explained that forty years earlier my mother’s grandfather had 
underwritten a team of horses for a farmer who had never repaid the debt.  The farmer had died and his 
son had found the unpaid promissory note. And he added forty years of interest to the amount owed.” 
—Adapted from Over and Over Again!, p. 40. 
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July 21, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Ownership.  Ownership is an interesting word. We talk about things we own, such as a car or a house. 
But do we really own those things?  
 
A couple went to a dealership to buy a car.  As they were signing the papers for the financing, the sales 
person surprisingly said, “You know, people don’t really own cars.  They just rent them.”  If you think 
about it, that’s true, especially of cars.  Often by the time we reach the last payment, the car is worn out 
and needs to be replaced, and we start the “rental” process all over again.  
 
What about our homes?  It is true that houses tend to increase in value as the years roll by.  And we 
enjoy building up equity.  But guess what?  If the state or federal government decides to build a road 
that crosses through your property, you are most likely going to lose your home.  So who really owns the 
land?  Sure, they will compensate you for your loss, but there you are, starting all over again.  
 
The Lord says, “For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” (Ps. 50:10, 
NKJV).  Not only that, but a few verses prior He challenges us in this fashion: “Gather My saints together 
to Me, those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice” (v. 5).  
 
So who really owns our cars, our homes, and everything else?  Let’s make a covenant by sacrifice 
today, and show it by the way we support His work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 28 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

Talents.  Some people are very talented in the use of money.  They seem to have a knack for careful 
investment and financial growth, and consequently prosper.  Of course, most of the time behind this is a 
solid dedication to career education and strong discipline.  
 
And then there is Jack Whittaker, the West Virginia businessman who won the Powerball lottery jackpot 
in 2002, a cool $135 million.  Sadly, his “pot of gold” became a pot of misery.  He was constantly getting 
robbed, his wife divorced him, and soon the money was squandered and gone.  It is reported that he still 
dreams of winning the lottery again and spends $600 every week on lottery tickets.  
 
Whatever our financial standing, God holds us accountable for the use of our money.  A wise steward 
always puts God first in financial planning.  And “first things first” means that the Lord’s part, the tithe, is 
the topmost item on the list of obligations.  
 
Did we say, “obligations”?  No. It is rather a privilege and a joy to return a faithful tithe and give generous 
additional offerings. Let’s put the Lord to the test today and help support His work in our local 
conference. 
 
Today we have another opportunity to prove the Lord’s promise that He will: “...pour out for you such a 
blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10, NKJV).  
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