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August 4, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
Little people but a big example.  When Jesus was here on earth, He went about doing good, 
preaching good news, healing the sick, and ministering to people’s needs. God created us to give, 
share, and help others. We have found that when we do something for others, we are blessed 
personally.  
 
After retirement from a family business of three generations, Baehm Paper Co., George and Tena 
Baehm wanted to find someplace where they could give of themselves in witnessing and helping others. 
 
Both George and Tena are dwarfs.  George is 4 feet tall and Tena 3 feet 9 inches tall.  In their own 
words: “We felt our stature had no bearing on what we could do since we were successful in our 
business, where we worked many years.  
 
“In 1994, we became involved with Maranatha Volunteers International. Our first project was in 
Bariloche, Argentina, with 96 volunteers from all over the world.  After two days of working on the site, 
building youth cabins, we said, ‘This is thrilling.  There’s nothing else like it.’  
 
“Our gift may be talents, opportunities, or wealth. It may be nothing more than the ability to share 
ourselves. That too is stewardship.”—Adapted from Over and Over Again!, p62. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 11 – World Budget (Oakwood / Andrews / Loma Linda) 

The bumblebee.   It has been said that aerodynamically the bumblebee should not be able to fly at all, 
since his body is large and heavy and his wings so small.  Nevertheless, not having read those dismal 
reports, the bumblebee goes ahead and flies anyway! 
 
And today, as we feature three of our prominent universities, we stand in awe at “what God hath 
wrought.”  For a denomination of our size should not be able to have such a powerful influence in the 
world as we do through these very special entities, but we do, and it is a direct result of the faithfulness 
and dedication of our people. This, of course, is also reflected in our worldwide system of medical and 
educational institutions, as well as publishing houses and numerous other ministries.  It all comes about 
because for years we have had a strong emphasis on faithfulness in tithing and other giving. 
 
We can be justly proud of what the Lord has accomplished through our giving, and at the same time be 
challenged to move forward steadily as we see the Day of the Lord approaching. 
 

Let us then not only give to assist the educational work carried forward around us, but also strive to be 
shining lights wherever God has placed us, through consistency in tithes and offerings and in to her 
forms of service to the cause of God. 
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August 18, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Participatory worship.  Occasionally someone will call for the offering with these words: “We have now 
come to the place in the service where all of us can take part.” That represents a misunderstanding of 
the concept of worship. 
 
Worship is by nature participatory, and active rather than passive. It is not meant to be merely a 
“spectator sport.”  If we come to church with our hearts properly tuned to hear God’s voice, we should be 
able to perceive Him in all of the hymns, prayers, special music, sermons, and any other part of the 
service. And, yes, in the offering as well. 
 
It is certainly possible for our minds to drift, and that probably happens to all of us at one time or 
another.  But we need to focus our attention and pray that God will help us hear His voice in everything. 
“Worship” is related to the word “worth.”  True worship occurs when we lift up the Lord in praise and 
thanksgiving, offering ourselves to Him in devotion and service, and devoiding ourselves of our innate 
pride and selfishness. 
 
Yes, worship the Lord in tithes and offerings today, but also in every part of the divine service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 25 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

Advance or retreat?  No one wishes to hear that our military was forced to retreat.  We always prefer to 
be on the winning side.  To mask the disappointment of retreat, someone came up with the euphemistic 
phrase, “We advanced to the rear.”   No one was really fooled by that, but sometimes our fighting forces 
have had to regroup.  They were willing to concede defeat in a particular battle in order to finally win the 
war itself.  A true account of say, World War II, has both retreat and advance, but we all know the final 
outcome of that one.  
 
Some years ago a local conference conceived the idea of “local conference advance.”  And it was so 
successful that other conferences followed suit.  You see, conferences have large ministries and 
projects that benefit all of their members, such as youth camps, public evangelism, building programs, 
and the like.  Sometimes these are delineated on the back of the tithe envelope or on the inside flap.  So 
rather than making continuous appeals for all of those projects separately, they streamlined the process 
by allocating certain percentages of this offering to their various ministries.  So once a month an offering 
is designated as “conference advance.” 
 
It is good that we periodically focus not only on our immediate local church needs, but on the larger work 
of God.  And so today we dedicate a special offering to “conference advance.” 
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