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September 1, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
Labor Day.  Well, here we are at Labor Day Weekend, which is dedicated to affirming our nation’s 
workers and considered to be the unofficial end of the summer season.  
 
Ellen White affirmed the dignity of honest labor.  She wrote:  Jesus came to this earth to accomplish the 
greatest work ever accomplished among men.  He came as God’s ambassador, to show us how to live 
so as to secure life’s best results.  What were the conditions chosen by the Infinite Father for His Son?  
A secluded home in the Galilean hills; a household sustained by honest, self-respecting labor; a life of 
simplicity; daily conflict with difficulty and hardship; self-sacrifice, economy, and patient, gladsome 
service; the hour of study at His mother’s side, with the open scroll of Scripture; the quiet of dawn or 
twilight in the green valley; the holy ministries of nature; the study of creation and providence; and the 
soul’s communion with God—these were the conditions and opportunities of the early life of Jesus”  
(The Adventist Home, p.132).  

 
Wow! What an ideal situation!  And what an example for us!  Can you picture Jesus in the carpenter 
shop this morning, carefully crafting this or that object of wood?  As we honor the laborers of our land, 
whether manual or mental labor, let us honor God’s work by our faithfulness in tithes and offerings. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8 – World Budget (Fall Mission Appeal) 

Mission Giving.   It is no secret that our giving to missions has fallen off decidedly since the early days 
of our denomination.  And that is a shame.  Who of the older ones of us cannot remember the legendary 
stories of our missionary pioneers— the Stahls, the Hares, and hundreds of others like them?  And what 
about Pitcairn Island and other exotic lands?  Many of us still have books on our library shelves that 
contain stories of their wonderful mission exploits 
 
It is not surprising that a special day of emphasis has been established.  It needs emphasizing, for sure. 
 
It would be well if each of us were to take a renewed look at our own approach to mission giving.  Our 
tithe envelopes actually suggest a percentage of income to designate for missions.  Rather than a dollar 
or two in the Sabbath School envelope, a more intentional approach would be to set aside a nice 
offering each month or week and include it along with our tithe and other offerings. 
 

We would be remiss if we failed to honor those other ministries that have stepped into the gap in 
sending missionaries or sponsoring mission trips.  While it is appropriate to support them as well, let’s 
put our main emphasis on the worldwide work.  Today is a good day to start a new beginning with a 
generous offering for the Fall Mission Appeal 
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September 15, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

The Trucker.  A retired missionary related the following story: “Many years ago I served as a 
departmental secretary in one of our mission conferences in southern Brazil.  On one of my trips out 
from the office, I pulled into a truck stop to get gas for my car.  As I went inside to pay, I stood in line 
behind a trucker and overheard the cashier say to him, ‘How much do you want me to write on your 
receipt?’  I was very puzzled at this until I figured out what was happening.  Both were conspiring in a 
scheme to rip off the truck driver’s company.  The cashier would inflate the receipt, they would probably 
divide up the difference, and when the driver returned to his base he would turn in the receipt for 
reimbursement and pocket the rest.” 
 
There is no telling how much deceit and dishonesty there is out in the world. Cheating on our taxes, 
earning money “under the table,” falsifying records—the list goes on and on. 
 
If nothing else, God’s tithing system teaches us to be honest in keeping accurate records of our 
finances. 
 
On the plus side, it is a wonderful thing not only to be honest, but to be generous.  Using our blessings 
to benefit God’s work and assisting the needy with our talents, time, and resources, helps us to sleep 
sweetly at night.  It’s a foretaste of His kingdom, which will be filled with unselfish and true-hearted 
people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 22 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

Hezekiah’s revival.  He wasn’t perfect, but Hezekiah was probably the last great king of the Jewish 
nation and a very dedicated follower of God.  He ascended to the throne at the age of 25 and 
immediately set about righting many of the wrongs that had occurred under previous administrations . 
 
He reopened and refurbished the neglected Temple, bringing about ritual purification both of it and of the 
priests and Levites who served there.  Then he caused it to be rededicated and proclaimed a special 
Passover service, even inviting the estranged brethren of the northern kingdom of Israel. 
 
Among the results of this great revival and reformation, 2 Chronicles 31:5–9 tells us: “When the people 
of Israel heard these requirements, they responded generously by bringing the first share of their grain, 
new wine, olive oil, honey, and all the produce of their fields.  They brought a large quantity—a tithe of 
all they produced.  The people who had moved to Judah from Israel, and the people of Judah 
themselves, brought in the tithes of their cattle, sheep, and goats and a tithe of the things that had been 
dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them up in great heaps...  When Hezekiah and his 
officials came and saw these huge piles, they thanked the LORD and his people Israel!  ‘Where did all 
this come from?’ Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites” (NLT). 
 
When the Lord has our hearts, he has our pocketbooks as well! 
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September 29, 2018 – Sunnydale Adventist Academy 

How many more can we take?  That is the dilemma at Sunnydale Academy.  What a wonderful 
problem to have!   
 
Sunnydale started this school year with 156 students, the highest enrollment since 1991.  Adventist 
secondary education is alive and well in the Iowa-Missouri Conference.  A strong mission emphasis and 
incredible support from Iowa-Missouri constituents have made this possible.  Most of all, God is blessing 
Sunnydale Academy! 
 
Growing enrollment and advances in technology have led to opportunities for academic improvements.   

 The hand bell choir would like to increase the number of hand bells allowing more students to use 
their musical talents.   

 A mobile computer lab with Chromebooks would give more opportunities for students to use 
technology in the classroom for an enhanced learning experience.   

 By updating the current gymnastics mats to an “Air Tumbling Track” the gymnastics program 
would have a safer environment to learn tumbling.   

 
Today you have an opportunity to help make these improvements possible.  Sunnydale has a great 
group of students and teachers.  Let’s give them the tools they need for the best education possible.   
 
 
 


