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October 6, 2018 – Local Church Budget 
 
God’s faithfulness. Pastor Dennis Childers tells the following story: “A few months after my wife and I 
were married, I quit my steady job as a security guard and went to work for Rose Hills Cemetery in 
Whittier, California. I worked in the sales department, and my income was based on commission. Sales 
of any kind can be difficult, but selling cemetery property is extremely difficult! 
 
“About the time I went to work for Rose Hills, my wife was laid off from her steady job, and we found 
ourselves in the middle of a worker’s comp case for the next two years. My wife received a small 
compensation each month during this case, but I was hardly making any sales. 
 
“One month we had $500 in the bank, and our $500 rent was almost due. I contemplated holding back 
the tithe from my wife’s small check until things got better for us. But then a thought came to me, ‘If I did 
this, it would become easy to continue this practice in the future, and the tithe that we owed God would 
snowball to such a point that we could never make it up.’” 
 
“That Sabbath, I gave back to God what was rightfully His. . . and that following week I made a sale. 
God was truly faithful to my wife and me, as we stepped out in faith and were faithful to Him. He will 
always be faithful!” – Adapted from Southern Tidings, May 2016, used by permission of the Southern 
Union Conference. 
 
. 
 

October 13 – World Budget (Voice of Prophecy / La Voz de Esperanza) 

The faith project.   Anthony and Nayeli Nix are members of the Collegedale Spanish-American Church 
in Tennessee. Their church is bulging with members, and it recently started a campaign to enlarge the  
building. 
 
One Sabbath Nayeli was helping in the children’s department while Anthony was sitting alone during the 
church service. Joel Barrios, the church pastor, preached a sermon that appealed to the members to  
support the campaign in a sacrificial manner. 
 
Anthony and Nayeli always make large financial decisions together. This time, however, rather fearfully 
and on his own Anthony promised to God that he would contribute approximately 90 percent of his 
wages for January 2017. 
 
Having made this decision without consulting his wife caused Anthony to be somewhat tense. He 
rehearsed in his mind how to break the news to Nayeli.  Anthony explained to his wife what he had 
done, and then invited her to listen to a recording of the sermon. Afterward she affirmed her desire to  
stand by the decision he had made. Much to their amazement, when he returned to work he found out 
that his wages were to be increased a considerable amount. 
 
– Translated and adapted from Southern Tidings, January 2017, used by permission of the Southern 
Union Conference.
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October 20, 2018 – Local Church Budget 

Mission trips.  Some of us have had the privilege of participating in one of the short-term mission 
projects offered by various entities. It is not only a blessing to the people we serve in places far and 
near, but for us it becomes a life-changing experience. 
 
Consider the experience of newly-baptized Stephen. Up to this time, he had been a factory worker with 
no experience in the ministry. But wanting an adventure with God, he joined up with a small mission 
team headed for the Philippines. 
 
Stephen and his wife handled the nightly family life talks. But one afternoon, the local pastor came by 
and told them that they were going to do some prison ministries that day. 
 
They got in the van and rode out into the countryside to the local prison.  There were probably half a 
dozen cell blocks, each full of men beyond capacity. Then the pastor said, “Jim, you are going to preach 
to that cell block; Jason, to this other one; and, Stephen, over there.” 
 
This was done with no forewarning, and Stephen had never preached a day in his life. But he swallowed 
hard, said a quick prayer, and with Bible in hand preached to nearly thirty prisoners in that cell block. It 
wasn’t long after that that he began to prepare to be a minister himself back in the homeland. Whom 
God calls, he enables! God doesn’t just want our money. He wants our hearts! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 27 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

The Reformation.  Last year about this time, much of the Christian world celebrated the 500th 
anniversary of Luther’s 95 theses, considered to be the event that triggered the Protestant Reformation. 
Some of us have been privileged to visit that spot, although the original door of the Wittenberg castle 
has since been replaced at least once. 
 
One of the issues that provoked the whole fiasco was over money—the pope was trying to raise money 
for the building of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. Consequently, he devised a fund-raising scheme, 
indulgences, which was a piece of paper that declared the forgiveness of sins. And he sent his sales 
people throughout the empire to sell them. Luther saw through the whole scheme and protested. And 
that’s why we are called “protestants” today. 
 
You and I have a much higher motive for our tithes and offerings—love. It was love that brought Jesus 
down to Planet Earth to die as a sacrifice for our sins, and it is love (or should be) that prompts us to be 
faithful stewards. 
 
Along with that love is deep gratitude, especially for the forgiveness of our sins. And we are so glad for 
the Adventist message of love that binds our hearts together as we eagerly wait for Jesus to return so 
that we can go “home.” 
 
Won’t you give generously today to help spread this gospel? 
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