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March 2, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
The water’s edge.  Pastor and Mrs. James Hoffer once lived in St. Joseph, Michigan, just a mile or so 
from Glenlord Beach on Lake Michigan.  When they moved there in 1989, there was a nice swimming 
area and sandy beach.  Now, due to shoreline erosion, there is nothing.  Over the years, erosion has 
claimed whole houses and radically altered the landscape. Barriers prevent people from venturing too 
close. 
 
What causes erosion?  The gentle and incessant lapping of water, the prevailing westerly winds, the 
action of rain and snow beating down—all have their effect.  When roots or foundations aren’t deeply 
secure, the elements slowly but surely wreak disintegration, and sand, rocks, and even structures topple 
into the lake. 
 
This process is exactly what happens when little indiscretions and the world’s influences begin eating 
away at our Christian foundation.  We don’t notice the erosion until it’s too late.  That is why we are 
encouraged with these words: “Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted 
and built up in Him” (Col. 2:6, 7).  It is the daily commitment and attention to your root system that will 
keep your life standing tall and strong.  
 
Today’s offering is for Local Church Budget.  Help us help others come to Jesus and stay close to Him 
and prevent spiritual erosion! 
 
 
 

 
 

March 9 – Adventist World Radio 

Adventist World Radio.  “Change was in the wind in 1989 when the Cold War ended, the Berlin Wall 
came down, and Romania was liberated.  As Romania’s Communist leader, Nicolae Ceaușescu, and his 
wife fled for their lives, they were captured, tried, and executed. 
 
“Ilie Radu and his wife, Lidia, felt free for the first time in their lives.  Ilie began to search for answers to 
the questions that had been burning in his heart about God and about what happens when you die….  
“After a few years, while studying the Bible, they discovered that Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River 
and not sprinkled.  Ilie immediately requested that his new church family baptize him.  He was informed 
that he had been sprinkled as a baby and that was good enough.  Feeling devastated, Ilie began again 
to search for truth…. 
 
“Then four years ago, Ilie was working as a switcher for the railroad….  One day he noticed that a fellow 
worker had a radio app on his cell phone, and when they had some downtime waiting on the trains, he 
would listen to the radio on his phone.  That gave Ilie the idea to do the same, so he began listening to a 
Christian station while at work.  The station he liked most was the very popular Radio Vocea Sperantei, 
an affiliate of Adventist World Radio!” 
 
Would you like to know the rest of the story?  Go to the Adventist World Radio website, www.awr.org 
and please give liberally to AWR today! 

http://www.imsda.org/resources
http://www.awr.org/


March 16, 2019 – Local Church Budget 

God’s care for His own.  Swallows can fly 7,000 miles without a chart, compass, or radio beam and 
land at the place they left six months before. 
 
Spiders can make a silken rope, creating materials in their own chemical laboratory, very fine but strong 
enough for their own transport through the air. 
 
Beavers are engineers, constructing without the aid of tools, cement, or precision instruments, bridges, 
tunnels, roadways, canals, and dams that last for years. 
 
Bees, wasps, and ants solve their housing problem by building well-ventilated, weatherproof, well-
designed, and practical apartment houses. 
 
A young squid travels by jet propulsion.  He swims by pumping water through a tube along his thin, 
streamlined body.  When pursued, he can gather great speed, and he always jets backwards.  When he 
gets going fast enough, he can set his fins at an angle and take off into the air.  He has been seen to fly 
as far as sixty yards with one takeoff, leaving his foes far behind. 
 
Can a Creator God like that take care of you and me?  Of course!  And shouldn’t we respond to His 
loving care, most of which we take for granted, by living just as close to Him as we can?  Yes! 
 
Let us praise God for His blessings and respond in loving gifts for Him today. 
 

 
 

March 23 – Combined Youth Ministries (Conference Advance) 

Spring has sprung! 
O little bee on the red-topped clover, Aren’t you tired, you busy rover, 
Of doing the same thing over and over— 

Gathering honey all day long,  
Singing the same little humming song? 

Aren’t you tired, you golden rover, Of doing the same thing over and over? 
 

O busy heart, O toiling mother, Aren’t you tired of work and bother— 
The same dull task and never another? 
 Over and over you brew and bake, 
 Over and over you mend and make. 
Aren’t you tired, O weary mother, Of the same dull round and never another? 
 
Sweet and calm and clear I heard: 
 “Over and over God paints the skies, 
 Over and over His sun doth rise, 
 Over and over He tints the flowers, 
 Over and over He sends the showers, 
 Over and over He guides the stars, 
 Over and over the dawn unbars. 
If over and over God deigns to work, Why should we faint, one duty shirk? 
So over and over our tasks we do, Sure of reward if our work be true.” 
 

As we contemplate the beauties of spring, let’s give today for Combined Youth Ministries, which helps 
youth and others know the love and care of God through IA-MO elementary education, Sunnydale 
Academy, and Camp Heritage. 



 

March 30 – Conference Evangelism 

 
Not hungry!  If one of your children were frequently not hungry at dinnertime, would you be concerned? 
Well, that’s what happened to one family while serving as missionaries in Brazil. 
 
Rick had just turned three, and often at mealtime he would not have much appetite.  This puzzled his 
parents for some time, until one day his mother happened to mention this to some of the neighbor ladies 
in her apartment building.  Comparing notes, they discovered that Rick had been going around to the 
other apartments during the day mooching food!  He would go up to a door and knock, and holding up 
three fingers, he would say something like this: “Mrs. So-and-so, I’m so hungry!  May I please have 
three cookies [or three bananas, or three of whatever]?”  No wonder he wasn’t hungry at mealtime! 
 
So, the expression “three cookies” (or “tres bolachas” in Portuguese) became a family joke. 
 
One reason why some people don’t come to church is that they are not hungry.  Ellen White speaks of 
them, “[They] are feeding on husks and will remain spiritual dwarfs as long as they gratify Satan….  
These persons forget the words of Christ: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you’” (1T 500). 
 
Whatever we are feeding on that dulls our spiritual appetite must go.  Please give to IA-MO Conference 
Evangelism today so we can help people find Christ and feed on solid spiritual food.  
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