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July 6, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Independence Day. In the year 2000, the General Conference session was held in Toronto, Canada. 
On July 4, the people of the city went to work and the General Conference did its normal business. You 
see, July 4 is not a holiday in Canada. It was a good reminder for us that “this world is not my home.” 
 
It may surprise you to learn that the United States is one of the few countries where the national flag is 
displayed in the church sanctuary. Adventists in other countries feel that that would be mixing politics 
with religion. Americans, of course, consider that they have a spiritual heritage received from the 
founding fathers of the nation. Their patriotism has almost a spiritual feeling to it. 
 
I personally have no problem displaying the flag or honoring our country, but the faithful Adventist 
always has in the back of his or her mind that someday even here the situation will change. Right now, 
we are prospering beyond measure and way too comfortable. Hopefully, we are taking full advantage of 
these conditions to be faithful in our stewardship and in sharing the gospel with others around us. 
 
Jesus told Pilate that His kingdom was not of this world. As we celebrate the birth of our nation this 
month, let us also bear in mind our greater loyalty to Christ, and continue to strive for the coming of His 
kingdom. And let us support His kingdom work by giving to our local church this morning. 
 
 
July 13, 2019 – NAD Women’s Ministries 
Women’s ministries. Today's offering is for Women’s Ministries. These funds are specifically 
designated for evangelism, leadership training and special outreach projects throughout North America. 
Today’s offering will be used for women’s ministries projects as follows: 30% will go to the division, 30% 
will go to the Mid-America Union, and 40% will be kept in Iowa-Missouri for local women's ministries 
projects. 
 
Last year, our conference was able to host an invaluable women's leadership training event in Kansas 
City. This year, the North America Division invited several of those same ladies, who taught 60 or 70 of 
us last year, to come to Maryland and record videos of similar classes for wider distribution. With these 
training videos, leadership training events can happen in several churches throughout our conference 
for smaller groups in local settings. Everyone who wants to take part in a training event will have easier 
access to the classes and local leaders can make their training events as customized and distinctive as 
they desire. Funds collected in this offering today can be distributed to local churches around the 
conference to help offset some of the expenses of the events. 
 
Thank you for your generous support of Women’s Ministries. 
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July 20, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
The Clear Word. Several years ago, a pastor was preparing to officiate at his son’s wedding in 
Minnesota. It was Saturday evening after sunset, and all were at the church going through the rehearsal. 
The groom, the best man, and the dad were up on the platform awaiting the entrance of the bridal party. 
The flower girl proceeded, pretending to scatter flower petals as she went. Next came the Bible boy, 
empty-handed, pretending to carry a Bible. So, the pastor remarked, “Hmm, an invisible Bible.” Without 
missing a beat, the best man quipped, “Yes, it’s the Clear Word!” And of course, everyone had a good 
laugh. 
 
Many thousands have been blessed by Dr. Jack Blanco’s Bible paraphrase, The Clear Word, as well as 
by his life story as a little boy in Germany. How clear is God’s Word to you and me? 
 
God has made it clear in His Word about returning tithe and giving offerings. His desire is for us to 
remember that He is our Great Provider for all of our needs. 
 
Today’s offering goes to our local church budget. At this midpoint of the year, please make it a matter of 
earnest prayer regarding your giving. God has tremendous blessings in store for you if you are faithful! 
 
 

July 27, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 
Let me share some facts with you about a ministry in our conference to see if you can name it. This ministry has: 

• Had a Muslim convert 

• Had several Buddhist converts 

• In past 12 months, ministered in four states, three countries and three continents 

• Trained lay people to preach 

• Prepared volunteers to be worship leaders 

• 14 weekly small groups with more than 100 participants 

• Youth studying the Bible and praying with other youth 

• Thoroughly taught Adventist doctrines to more than 150 young people 

• Inspired more and more college students to take a year off to be missionaries 

You probably know which ministry it is by now: Sunnydale Adventist Academy. Sunnydale is about so much more than 
classes taught from a biblical worldview. It is more than a safe place for students to get an education. It is more than a place 
for students to make lifelong friends. Sunnydale is a place where students are making decisions for Christ. It is a place 
where students are learning to be mission minded disciples of Jesus Christ. Today’s offering is for Combined Youth 
Ministries. Your giving today will help support the ministry at Sunnydale Academy, as well as the ministries at Camp 
Heritage and elementary education. Please invest in these far-reaching youth ministries. 
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