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August 3, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Too early. A pastor in Ohio had a speaking appointment in Indiana one Sabbath morning. He calculated 
the travel time, and left his home promptly to make sure of an on time arrival. 
 
As he drove into the church parking lot, he found himself to be the first one to arrive. So, he patiently 
waited, figuring that very soon he would begin to see other cars pulling in. As he waited and waited, he 
began to get upset. Where were the people? After a few more minutes, he became alarmed and then 
angry. Again, where were the people? 
 
As his patience grew thinner, he considered returning home, when suddenly a few cars began to 
appear, and then more and more. He hadn’t realized that he had crossed the line from Eastern time to 
Central time. He was an hour early. 
 
How many times have you or I had to say “Oh!” when we have made a hasty judgment based on poor 
information? Sometimes it is better to be more patient and wait until we know the whole story. 
 
Smooth human relations can sometimes be a challenge, but it is an important and necessary part of 
getting along as part of God’s family. As decisions are made about important issues in the church, let us 
go with cooler heads and committed hearts, that God’s work may go forward. Please give liberally to His 
work today. 
 
 
August 10, 2019 – Andrews/Loma Linda/Oakwood 
Our marvelous educational system. A Seventh-day Adventist man who went through our educational 
system wrote: “My parents became Seventh-day Adventists when I was 8 years old. My mother had 
been a Jehovah’s Witness and my father a former Adventist. They were not attending any church at the 
time, but they allowed my brother and me to attend Sunday school with the neighborhood children. The 
day we came home from Sunday school with notions of going to heaven when you die was the day our 
parents got to thinking about their spiritual responsibilities. You see, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Seventh-
day Adventists have similar views on the state of the dead. 
 
“A couple of years later we were enrolled in the local church school, and never again did we attend a 
non-Adventist school. 
 
“I think back to that wonderful church school library, full of inspiring pioneer missionary stories; to our 
godly teachers and the Bible lessons through all levels of education; and to the lifelong friends we made 
along the way. Sadly, some of those friends have passed on, and some have left the faith of their 
childhood. But many of us have remained, and up into our later years still cherish our Adventist 
educational experience.” 
 
Our universities and other schools are not perfect, because people are not perfect. But they certainly 
deserve our support today as we render God’s tithes and our offerings. 
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August 17, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Anything for a buck. Commerce is an interesting phenomenon. There is a fine line between making 
money for our daily needs and making money because of greed. The human individual from day one is 
driven by thoughts of self-interest and self-benefit. It is in our very nature, and to some degree 
necessary for life but exploited by Satan to the extreme. From the baby crying because it is hungry to 
the business person pushing the envelope seeking to move upward, it is often about self. 
 
Altruism and self-denial do not come naturally. Happy is the parent and blessed the child when by 
precept and example self-interest is suppressed and thinking of others is encouraged. A truly other-
centered person is a miracle of God. 
 
“The directions given by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul in regard to gifts, present a principle 
that applies also to tithing: ‘Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him.’ Parents and children are here included. Not only the rich, but the poor, are 
addressed. ‘Every man according as he purposeth in his heart [through the candid consideration of 
God’s prescribed plan], so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.’ 
The gifts are to be made in consideration of the great goodness of God to us”—Counsels on 
Stewardship, p. 80, emphasis ours. 
 
Today we have another opportunity to demonstrate our faithfulness and the joy of altruistic living. 
 
 

August 24, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 
Wayward children. Losing our children to Satan’s wiles may seem like a modern problem and getting 
worse, but it is as old as Cain, Esau, and the rebellious Israelites. Throughout history people have 
spurned their godly upbringing and turned their lives in the devil’s direction. And concerned parents have 
always lifted up these dear ones in prayer to the Lord. 
 
A pastor had in one of his churches an elderly couple who grieved for their wayward children, and as 
time went on, the father died and then the mother, never seeing their prayers answered. 
 
Following the mother’s passing, he called up the daughter and asked if it would be alright to visit her, 
and she said yes. When he entered the home, the smell of cigarettes was present. Other signs of 
spiritual need were evident in her home as well. But the visit went well and was pleasant, and finally he 
asked her, “Have you ever considered coming back into the church?” And wonder of wonders, she 
replied, “Yes, pastor, I have!” So, Bible studies began, she started attending church, and one by one the 
worldly ways fell by the wayside. Finally came the day of her baptism. Later she became the secretary of 
the local academy principal. 
 
Can you picture that joyful reunion when Jesus comes, when those blessed parents find their daughter 
there? 
 
As we give to Combined Youth Ministries today, perhaps someone you know will be reclaimed for 
Jesus! 
 

 
 
 



August 31, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
Moon Walk or Sabbath School? Astronaut James B. Irwin’s wife gave a most impressive testimony on 
the importance of Sabbath observance and Christian responsibility on Sabbath, July 3, 1971. 
 
Walter Cronkite, CBS news celebrity reporting on the moon shot, said, “Mrs. James B. Irwin did not 
watch her husband take his first ride and walk on the moon yesterday. She is a member of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and she had a Sabbath School class to teach. She said, “He has his mission and I 
have mine.” 
 
This significant statement was broadcast and telecast to the United States., the Congo, Europe, South 
America, and Canada. What an eloquent testimony this was to our faith! 
 
Of course, we all agree that there are legitimate reasons for missing church—illness, for example. And 
no one would have faulted Mrs. Irwin had she took the time to watch her husband walk on the moon. But 
sometimes we allow little aches and pains, rain drops, or other minor things to keep us from the joy of 
fellowship. 
 
Each local church has a mission for its members and the larger community. This morning, we have 
another opportunity to lift up our wonderful church by contributing, in addition to our faithful tithe, a 
generous and sacrificial offering for our local ministries. Thank you for supporting the mission! 
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