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September 7, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Men’s Ministry Day of Prayer. When Claudio Consuegra, the current Family Ministries Director of the 
North American Division, was a young man, he began attending the Seventh-day Adventist Church and 
was receiving Bible instruction by the local church pastor. When they studied what the Bible said about 
tithes and offerings, Claudio became concerned. He had not been careful about money management 
and had fallen into a bad habit.  He would get paid on Thursday, but by Monday all his money would be 
gone. He would then borrow money from friends to hold him over until the next paycheck. 
 
When he was taught that God expects that the first 10 percent of our income be returned, he figured that 
would not be possible. His paycheck now didn’t even last a week so, surely, finances would be even 
tighter with 10 percent less to spend. When he told his pastor of his concern, the pastor challenged him 
to test God and claim His promises. Claudio prayed and put God to the test.  The amazing thing is that 
the very first week he returned God’s tithe, his paycheck lasted until the next paycheck, even after 
paying back his debts. Since that day, more than 40 years ago, he has been returning God’s tithe and 
giving offerings faithfully, and God has shown His faithfulness and love to him and his family in many 
different ways. 
 
His daughters witnessed their parents’ faithfulness and now as married women they follow the same 
practice. His prayers and his obedience have shown them what it means to be a spiritual head of 
household, as men of God are called to be. 
 
 
September 14, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
Misguided trust. Once there was a photographer for a national magazine who was assigned to “shoot” 
one of those big western forest fires. He was told that a small plane would be waiting to fly him over the 
fire. 
 
When he got to the airport, sure enough, he found a little Cessna waiting. He jumped in with his 
equipment and yelled, “Let’s go!” The pilot, the plane, and the photographer were soon in the air. 
 
“Fly over the north side of the fire and make several low passes,” the photographer shouted. 
 
“Why?” the nervous pilot asked. 
 
“Because I’m going to take pictures. I’m a photographer, and photographers take pictures,” was the 
reply. 
 
After a long pause, the pilot tensely asked, “You mean you’re not the instructor?” 
 
The pilot and the photographer both trusted someone to do something they could not do. Luckily, in this 
case, thanks to communication by the air traffic controller, they were able to get back to the airport. 
 
In life, trust is often put in places, people, and things that are not worthy of such trust. I invite you this 
morning to faithfulness in returning tithes and giving offerings to Someone who is more than worthy of 
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our trust! 
 
 
September 21, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Anything for a buck. Commerce is an interesting phenomenon. There is a fine line between making 
money for our daily needs and making money because of greed. The human individual from day one is 
driven by thoughts of self-interest and self-benefit. It is in our very nature, and to some degree 
necessary for life but exploited by Satan to the extreme. From the baby crying because it is hungry to 
the business person pushing the envelope seeking to move upward, it is often about self. 
 
Altruism and self-denial do not come naturally. Happy is the parent and blessed the child when by 
precept and example self-interest is suppressed and thinking of others is encouraged. A truly other-
centered person is a miracle of God. 
 
“The directions given by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul in regard to gifts, present a principle 
that applies also to tithing: ‘Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him.’ Parents and children are here included. Not only the rich, but the poor, are 
addressed. ‘Every man according as he purposeth in his heart [through the candid consideration of 
God’s prescribed plan], so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.’ 
The gifts are to be made in consideration of the great goodness of God to us”—Counsels on 
Stewardship, p. 80, emphasis ours. 
 
Today we have another opportunity to demonstrate our faithfulness and the joy of altruistic living. 
 
 

September 28, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 
Supper was almost ready. Nearly 100 campers had arrived, full of excitement in anticipation of an 
awesome week of activities and friendships. The camp director explained a few, simple dining room 
procedures, read off the list of camp chores to be performed by cabins after the meal, and introduced 
the camp nurse and camp pastor for the week.  
 
Then it was time for the blessing. From among the many raised hands, the director selected three 
campers to offer prayer. Afterward, while everyone was going through line, one of the campers who had 
offered a blessing approached the camp director and told him it was the first time he had ever prayed 
out loud in front of a group. Together, they celebrated this new, special milestone in this camper’s life.   
 
This week’s offering is for our conference’s Combined Youth Ministries. It will support the ministry 
happening in our elementary schools, Sunnydale Academy, and Camp Heritage. In some cases, these 
offerings provide the only way for a young person to go to one of our schools or attend summer camp. 
Will you consider giving today so that even more of the young people across our conference can 
experience these special milestones in their lives?
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