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October 5, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Tornado!  Some of us have seen major disasters and lived to tell about it. On June 8, 1953, the west 
side of Cleveland, Ohio, was hit by a major tornado. Pastor James Hoffer was a teenager at the time. 
The Hoffers’ house was not seriously affected, other than a two-by-four sticking through the roof, a 
garage leaning almost off its foundation, and a yard full of glass shards. But houses down the street 
were completely destroyed, and neighborhood after neighborhood looked like a war zone. A baby near 
us was picked right out of her crib and smashed against a wall. All in all, many either died or were hurt. 
 
The signs had been there—an eerie greenish hue to the sky, followed by golf-ball-sized hail and a 
massive storm. Fortunately, the Hoffer family was safe and sound as they fled to the basement. 
 
Then, three years later a fire caused serious damage, and the same family had to move out into rented 
quarters for several months. 
 
Our possessions are precious to us, but in perilous times our lives are of much more value. What value 
do you place on your possessions, your home, your vehicles, your income? 
 
Jesus is coming soon. Let us send our wealth on ahead to His kingdom. Today, we’re investing in His 
kingdom by giving to the Local Church Budget. 
 
 
October 12, 2019 – Voice of Prophecy 

Radio Ministries. The Voice of Prophecy exists to proclaim the everlasting gospel of Christ—leading 
people to accept Jesus as their personal Savior and nurturing them in preparation for His soon return. 
 
A leader in religious broadcasting for more than 88 years, the Voice of Prophecy focuses on God’s love 
and heralds the soon return of Christ—providing hope to broken people and guidance for daily living. 
Founded in 1929 by H.M.S. Richards, the ministry continues today under the leadership of 
Speaker/Director Shawn Boonstra and Associate Speaker Jean Boonstra. 
 
The Voice of Prophecy can be heard in nearly three dozen languages, and Bible lessons are available in 
more than 70 languages. Local Discover Bible Schools have been established in 2,400 churches across 
North America, with hundreds more around the world. And humanitarian projects in countries such as 
India and Myanmar are meeting physical as well as spiritual needs. As the Voice of Prophecy looks to 
the future, it will continue to focus on sharing the love of Christ with a hurting world.—from the Voice of 
Prophecy website, https://www.voiceofprophecy.com/about 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 19, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Working for Jesus. There is nothing in this world more wonderful than working for Jesus! This can be 
done vicariously, sustaining other workers with your prayers, offerings, and words of encouragement. 
But even more wonderful is to become a soul-winner yourself. 
 
Perhaps you are picturing someone knocking on doors or preaching, and you can’t see yourself in that 
picture. However, there are many more ways to win souls, and at least one of them is suited to you and 
your individual personality and gifts. 
 
It can begin right in church, within the four walls of the building. How about this for a starter: “Everyone a 
greeter.” Yes, we have our officially appointed greeters, and they do a wonderful job. But it was never 
meant for the rest of us to just fade into the woodwork. Each one of us should make a point of giving a 
friendly greeting to both visitors and fellow members. We should be proactive and intentional. And, 
where possible, even invite them to our homes for a fellowship meal or sit with them in church. 
 
Instead of viewing church passively, we should think of it as an evangelistic tool; it exists to draw the lost 
into our fellowship, rather than being an exclusive club for our members. Let us faithfully give our tithes 
and offerings but let us also give of ourselves! 
 
 
 

October 26, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 

Thirteen Iowa-Missouri elementary schools started their new school year in August, with 280 students in 
grades K-10 being taught by our 26-member teaching team.  
 
In addition to academic development, these students are building friendships with fellow students, being 
mentored by their teachers, and growing in their knowledge of the Bible as they experience the love of 
Jesus each day.  
 
Your prayers and ongoing support of the Combined Youth Ministries fund will help ensure our 
elementary schools—along with Sunnydale Academy and our summer camp program—remain vibrant 
centers of ministry to our young people. Please consider a monthly gift. It’s an investment that pays 
heavenly dividends. 
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