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November 2, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
“God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like the 
streams of water bursting from a living spring, blessings flow out from Him to all His creatures. And 
wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing…. 
 
“So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for 
whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all they can to make the world better for their 
stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ 
than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in 
Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our 
peace. If we have tasted and seen that the Lord is good we shall have something to tell. Like Philip 
when he found the Saviour, we shall invite others into His presence. We shall seek to present to 
them the attractions of Christ and the unseen realities of the world to come. There will be an intensity of 
desire to follow in the path that Jesus trod.”—Steps to Christ, pp. 77, 78. 
 
Your giving today will help our church family remain a godly presence to those in our community. 
 
 
 
 
November 9, 2019 – Annual Sacrifice/Global Mission 
Today we give special honor to our military veterans those who have put their lives on the line to ensure 
our freedom. Whether in times of war or times of peace, our military are there for us, protecting our 
shores and skies. 
 
As we ponder that, let’s also remember that each one here is engaged in a fierce battle, a battle called 
“the great controversy,” or, the struggle between good and evil. We already know from the Bible who will 
win this battle, but until such a time we are living in an embattled world. 
 
We have many “soldiers” among us as well. They are our Global Mission pioneers, pushing back the 
frontiers of the spiritual world. 
 
Global Mission is the frontline arm of Adventist Mission, an office of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s 
world headquarters. The organization sends volunteer missionaries, typically for one or two years, to 
reach people in areas of the world where there are no Seventh-day Adventist members. Together, 
Global Mission pioneers and cross-cultural Seventh-day Adventist missionaries are working to “Tell the 
World” about the love of Christ in some of the world’s hardest-to-reach places. 
 
Let’s give them our support today. And above all, let us uphold them in prayer. 
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November 16, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
The Hagerstown Seventh-day Adventist church in Maryland has had an annual tradition: a fund-raising 
yard sale for the public. Members and others donate items, some provide baked goods for sale, and the 
proceeds go for a special church project. 
 
The venue for the sale has always been a prominent location along the main road through town, known 
as Dual Highway or Route 40. The lot slopes gently down to the road. The church chose that vacant lot 
so that the many passers-by would notice it. 
 
At one of these sales a few years ago, a folding table was with the children’s items, including a large 
inflated rubber ball. Of course, that caught the eye of a three-year old boy. He grabbed it and began 
kicking it around the area. Unfortunately, as it rolled toward the highway the little boy was scampering 
after it. Most everyone was preoccupied at the time and did not notice the potential tragedy. Just then, 
the pastor saw this out of the corner of his eye and yelled “Stop!” in his loudest voice. Fortunately, the 
child stopped just in time, and the ball rolled out right in front of a rapidly passing car and was 
demolished. 
 
That little boy is now a handsome young man in his twenties. You may not rescue one of our youth in 
such a dramatic fashion, but you can rescue some today, young and old, by your faithful giving. 
 
 
 
 

November 23, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 
Need evidence that Sunnydale Academy makes a difference in our kids’ lives?  
 
In the past 10 years there have been more former Sunnydale students entering fulltime ministry than in 
perhaps any 10-year period in the school’s history. More students have taken a year off from college to 
be student missionaries than ever before. Half of all the current student missionaries from Union College 
are recent alumni of Sunnydale. 
 
Sometimes, though, the impact of Sunnydale isn’t seen right away. A student who graduated about five 
years ago recently shared the following thoughts on Facebook.   
 
“I’m blessed to have graduated from this school and for so many friends that I will have everlasting 
relationships with. I thank the staff for their guidance, leadership, and wisdom. I didn’t realize it then, and 
thought they were being unfair at times, but through my years there they planted seeds for God in me. I 
strayed from God’s path one year, and they allowed me to return to school. I am forever grateful for that. 
If they had not have done that, there’s no telling where I would be now. I wandered well off the path of 
righteousness, right out of high school and for years after that. But I have finally come back to God.” 
 
Today, you can help change the lives of more students through the Combined Youth Ministries offering.  
Twenty-five percent of what you give will go to Sunnydale Academy. The rest will support Camp 
Heritage and elementary education.  Please be as generous as possible. 
 
 
 
 



November 30, 2019 – Sunnydale Adventist Academy 
 
In 1918, a Minnesota photographer heard a knock at his door. He opened the door and found a poor, 
elderly peddler standing there with a few articles to sell. The photographer, Eric Enstrom, said, “I am just 
ready to sit down at the table for dinner. Won’t you come in and join me?” 
 
The shy, aged peddler hesitantly stepped into the house and soon was seated at the table. Then 
Enstrom’s mind lit up with a creative idea. “Before we eat our meal,” he said, “would you kindly pose 
over here at the smaller table?” The peddler was happy to cooperate with this man who had shown him 
such warm-hearted, Scandinavian hospitality. 
 
Enstrom placed the elderly man before a small table on which was placed a large family Bible and on it 
a pair of spectacles. Beside the Bible, the photographer set a bowl of gruel, a loaf of bread, and a knife. 
“There,” he sighed with artistic satisfaction, “and now will you bow your head in prayer?” 
 
The peddler did not need any coaching when it came to the matter of prayer. He folded his calloused 
hands together, rested his forehead on the thumbs, and silently returned thanks for the food set before 
him. When Mr. Enstrom developed the negative, he knew he had a very special picture—one that many 
of you have probably owned. It seemed to say, “This man does not have much of earthly goods, but he 
has more than most people—he has a thankful heart!” 
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