
Iowa-Missouri Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
 

 

OFFERTORY READINGS FOR DECEMBER 2019 
 

 
Readings & Stewpot posted on: www.imsda.org/resources 

 
December 7, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
Spiritual Frostbite. Frostbite is dangerous. As the mercury dips below the freezing mark, we must take 
extra precautions to keep our extremities warm. Spiritual frostbite is even more dangerous, as it can 
cause eternal damage. We have all been exposed to spiritual coldness at times, so we need to protect 
ourselves. The symptoms of spiritual frostbite in the church are the same as physical frostbite: 
 
You begin to feel extreme coldness. We usually think it’s everyone else who is cold. So, we think the 
church is not as friendly as it once was. The choir is not as good, and the message was cold and empty. 
Brother Tom didn’t shake my hand today, etc. 
 
The sensation of tingling takes place. You still have some spiritual memories of warmer days. Oh yes, 
once in a while you get a warm feeling, but you notice you don’t respond as quickly as you used to; you 
begin to slow down. 
 
Numbness begins to set it. There’s no longer a concern for lost souls to be saved or much time for Bible 
study. You say the church needs a revival. The people just don’t care anymore. Someone needs to do 
something—someone else, that is! 
 
Then comes the loss of all feeling. Spiritual frostbite has taken its toll. Now you need to visit the Great 
Physician and let Him examine your heart. 
 
 
December 14, 2019 – NAD Adventist Community Services 
What will you find? Jim Smith went to church one Sabbath morning. He heard the organist miss a note 
during the prelude and he winced. He saw a teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be 
bowed in silent prayer. He thought the deacon was watching to see what he put in the offering plate and 
it made him boil. He caught five grammatical errors in the sermon. As he slipped out through the side 
door during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, “Never again! What a bunch of clods and 
hypocrites!” 
 
Ron Jones went to church one Sabbath morning. He heard the organist play an arrangement of “A 
Mighty Fortress,” and he thrilled to the majesty of it. He heard a young girl take a moment in the service 
to speak of the difference her faith makes in her life. He was glad to see that his church was sharing in a 
special offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He especially appreciated the sermon that Sabbath—
it answered a question that had bothered him for a long time. He thought, as he walked out the doors of 
the church, “How can a man enter this place and not feel the presence of God?” 
 
Both men went to the same church on the same Sabbath morning. Each found what he was looking for. 
What are you finding this Sabbath? 
 
Let us give faithfully today, and especially uphold the work of our community service organization. 
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December 21, 2019 – Local Church Budget 
 
The Christmas tree. Pastor James Hoffer reports: Several years ago, when I was pastoring a church in 
Michigan, I re-baptized a godly lady who in earlier years had been a faithful member but had fallen 
away. All went well until Christmas rolled around, and she learned that the decorating committee was 
going to place a Christmas tree in the sanctuary. She strongly objected and said she would not be 
returning to church until January. Sure enough, when January came she was back on a regular basis—
until the following December! But we respected her opinion. We certainly don’t have to think alike on 
every issue. 
 
Does Ellen White say anything about this? Yes, she does: “God would be well pleased if 
on Christmas each church would have a Christmas tree on which shall be hung offerings, great and 
small, for these houses of worship. Letters of inquiry have come to us asking, Shall we have 
a Christmas tree? Will it not be like the world? We answer, You can make it like the world if you have a 
disposition to do so, or you can make it as unlike the world as possible. There is no particular sin in 
selecting a fragrant evergreen and placing it in our churches, but the sin lies in the motive which prompts 
to action and the use which is made of the gifts placed upon the tree”—Adventist Home, p.  482. 
 
Whether or not we have a Christmas tree in our church, let us bring our special gifts to Jesus today. 
 
 
December 28, 2019 – Combined Youth Ministries 
 
Wrapping it up. As 2019 draws to its close, and 2020 is awaiting us just around the corner, let us take a 
few moments to reflect on the past and peek into the future. 
 
On a personal level, did I grow closer to Jesus this year? Did I speak to someone about Jesus and 
about our wonderful Adventist message? Did God bring me through a difficult time or two? Did our 
church reach out into the community, and did we experience growth? Was I faithful to the Lord in 
reading my Bible, returning a faithful tithe, and giving generous offerings? Or do I need to do some 
catching up? 
 
During 2020, we are no doubt going to hear about having 20-20 vision, a vision for what God can do for 
us individually, as a local church, in our conference and through our schools and summer camp 
program. It’s time to dream of what God can do in and through us in the new year. 
 
Today is the final opportunity this year to bless the Lord with our faithful financial stewardship. Let’s not 
miss out on sharing in that blessing.  
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