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March 7, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

The university student riding the subway had to make a choice: Would he spend his last $50 on discretionary 
spending or give it to God as an offering? A verse came into his mind: “But seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). As a new Adventist, he 
understood that miracles happen when the people of God stay faithful to the ideas and values that lift us closer 
to heaven. His offering, he argued, would help the local church reach others just like him.  

The reason he became an Adventist Christian was due to a local Seventh-day Adventist church sponsoring a 
teacher who in turn gave Bible studies to students. He was one of those students who accepted Jesus Christ 
and chose to be baptized. The student decided to stay faithful to his pledged promise and give an offering to 
God in the local church.  

The local church has an array of ministry opportunities that reach out to students, single parents, economically 
disadvantaged people, the sick, and the imprisoned. Our faithful and generous support of these ministries will 
have a tremendous dividend for eternity. Let us be generous in supporting our local church budget. This 
support will serve people in need and introduce them to Jesus. 

 

March 14, 2020 – Adventist World Radio / Hope Channel 

After escaping an abusive marriage, she eventually found love again with a kind policeman. But then the 
unthinkable happened and she and her husband were ambushed in a drive-by shooting. She survived, but her 
husband, who had shielded her with his body, didn’t. Her anguish became unbearable, and she sank into a 
deep depression. 

One day, her sister forwarded her an AWR360° cell phone sermon about the state of the dead. She became 
convicted about the Bible truth. That Sabbath, she walked into an Adventist church with her children, and has 
attended ever since. 

Incredibly, she forgave both her abusive first husband, and her second husband’s killers, and started sending 
them cell phone sermons. They now listen every week. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg. Hundreds of thousands of people are regularly listening to AWR360° cell 
phone sermons, and that number continues to grow worldwide. 

The offering today goes to support Adventist World Radio and Hope Channel Ministries. Both are transforming 
lives for eternity. 

http://www.imsda.org/resources


March 21, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

A small church and school decided to start a building project. They contracted a local architect, who priced the 
construction cost at $75,000. The quoted price was within the local church’s saved budget, so the project 
commenced. But the excavation cost was higher than expected, and the church soon realized they lacked 
sufficient funds to complete the project.  

The contractor abandoned the project and the architect left the area. “What are we going to do now?” asked 
the church members. They decided to pray. While there was no miraculous descent of dollar bills from the sky, 
something significant happened. A church member was inspired to start a fundraiser, and others offered to 
help. This brought the whole church together, and the fundraiser ended up providing more than $36,000 a year 
and sparked a growth in unity, faith, and trust. Tithes and offerings increased. The church grew. Within a few 
years, the church completed the project and saw what God can and will do when people unite, humble 
themselves, and pray.  

Today’s offering is for the local church budget. Let us unite, pray, and ask God to show us a miracle. Let us 
become accessories to this miracle by returning faithfully His tithes and offerings. 

 

March 28, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

A public school elementary student was being bullied and was not doing well academically because of it. He 
asked his mom if he could go to another school, so she began searching for private Christian schools in their 
area.  

She discovered one of the Iowa-Missouri Conference’s schools was nearby, so they scheduled a visit and 
ended up enrolling her son there. On his first day of school, the student experienced acceptance instead of 
abuse, genuine love and compassion instead of harsh treatment, and he also found who would become his 
best friend. 

Through the support of the Combined Youth Ministry offering, our schools can remain open and provide a 
place not only for our Adventist young people, but also for kids in the community who need a safe school 
environment where they can have life-changing experiences regarding faith, acceptance and love.  

Your support makes a difference in the lives of the young people across Iowa and Missouri. The student 
mentioned above has since been baptized and will attend Sunnydale Academy in the future. Let’s all do our 
part to ensure others like him get the same opportunity. Thank you. 
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