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April 4, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

While at a public library with her two children, Shellie struck up a conversation with another mother who had 
two children of similar age. The two became friends and stayed in touch. A few months went by, and Shellie 
learned that her friend struggled financially, living paycheck to paycheck.  

The Lord impressed Shellie, a nurse, to help. She talked with her husband and they decided to purchase a few 
boxes of diapers and clothes to send to her friend anonymously. The struggling mother did not have the means 
to purchase these much-needed items, so the gifts could not have come at a better time. 

Despite desiring to remain anonymous, Shellie and husband were discovered and were thanked for their 
kindness. Such acts of kindness are examples of how we can serve and, in the process, create miracles in 
other people’s lives.  

Today, single-parent households are one of the fastest growing demographics. Single parents live in our local 
communities; working, shopping, and eating.  

When we are faithful in our giving, we serve the needs of our local communities such as single-parent 
households. Let us give generously today to our local church budget. 

 

April 11, 2020 – Christian Record Services 

A few years ago, Claudia was talking with Roger, a recently baptized Adventist teenager, about disabilities. 
Roger was in awe of how Claudia was able to get around, read, and function with a severe disability that 
drastically reduced her sight. Claudia had lost her eyesight 10 years prior and was totally blind. She was 
studying to become a Seventh-day Adventist Christian and was reading several braille publications that were 
provided by Christian Record Services.  

After Roger left Claudia’s home, he decided to put a bandana on his eyes and tried to function without his 
eyesight for an entire day. He did his best to memorize the placement of furniture, dishes, and other essentials 
in his room but kept bumping into things. Frustrated, he gave up after only one hour. 

Christian Record Services is an organization that provides materials and services for the visually impaired. It 
also provides camps for children who are blind and cannot afford to attend them.  

Our monetary gifts on behalf of Christian Record Services bring us closer to Jesus and help us fulfill the 
commission described in Matthew 28:18-20.  

http://www.imsda.org/resources


 

April 18, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Susan Herbert Timmons managed 5,000 volunteers who served local communities in Virginia.  

The women’s ministries team sat at the table planning activities to reach women in the community. The 
discussion centered on how to reach out to young moms, busy working women, and the homebound. Down 
the hall, the deacons were discussing ways to spruce up the church grounds. The children’s ministry team was 
designing the summer Vacation Bible School and ways to reach neighborhood children. The worship team was 
planning a special music program to inspire our local community as well as church members. The evangelistic 
team was scheduling a series of speakers to address end-time events. Each team member volunteered time 
and talent to spread God’s love.  

While each congregation has unique needs and a similarly unique community to serve, the willingness of 
volunteers is needed to provide the guidance, direction, and support to engage others in Christ’s ministry and 
our calling to spread the gospel. 

When you support your local church budget, you provide the resources to enable the work of these ministries 
in your community. At the same time, you honor and encourage the volunteers to dream big so that they may 
draw others closer to Christ. 

 

April 25, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

A few years ago, a man met a milestone when his 1964 Porsche 356 C reached an astonishing 1 million miles 
driven. He became a local celebrity in his hometown. You have probably heard stories like this in the media: 
automobile owners of various brands being offered brand new vehicles for similar reasons. 

When the owners of the various cars were asked what the secret was to such long driving histories, they were 
almost unanimous in their responses: “Timely and proper maintenance.”  

Maintaining the ministries of our local conferences is similar. The “proper and timely maintenance” is 
predicated on a systematic and proactive giving on our part. In fact, we should teach such benevolent and 
premeditated approaches to tithing and offerings to our children. After all, they are the next generation of 
Seventh-day Adventist Christians to carry the “torch” of the Gospel forward.  

It needs to be timely, avoiding moments of crisis and total backdowns. We are all familiar with how small 
problems left unattended turn into major headaches later. Let us resolve that we will systematically, 
proactively, and benevolently support the mission, the vision, and the ministries of service in our local 
conference territories. 
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