
Iowa-Missouri Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 

OFFERTORY READINGS FOR JUNE 2020 

 

Offertory readings and Stewpot newsletter available at imsda.org/resources 

June 6, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Max was just a young boy living in rural Virginia with his parents and his sister. One summer evening, they 
took a short drive to the river to eat a picnic supper. 

Soon it was time for the family to pack up and go home. When they arrived home, they found the back door 
smashed and hanging open. Someone had broken into their home and stolen many of their belongings.  

Later that night while Max was lying in his bed trying to go to sleep, he remembered something important. He 
ran to his parents’ room excitedly asking if the robber had found their “church money.” His parents got up and 
they all went to the kitchen. Sure enough, the jar full of money was still there.  

The family had been saving their extra coins and an occasional dollar to give as an offering on the coming 
Sabbath. They were so thankful that the gifts for the church were safe. With thankful hearts they carried the jar 
to church the following Sabbath and happily placed the money, jar and all, in the offering plate.  

Let’s be thankful today for the blessings we have and the monies we can generously share as we give to 
support the local budget needs for our church today. 

 

June 13, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Brad Brown lost his wife to cancer only five months before a devastating fire destroyed Paradise, California, in 
2018. He worked as a chaplain at a nearby Adventist hospital when the fire enveloped the entire region. He 
called his two teenage children and told them that he loved them, after which he lost cell phone coverage.  

More than 80 percent of Paradise was destroyed and close to 90 fatalities were reported. When the fire was 
the most intense, Brad decided to use his minivan to transport critical care and hospice patients from the 
burning hospital to safety. His actions and service saved lives. TIME Magazine named Brad one of the heroes 
of 2018. 

Nearly 1,300 Adventist church members were affected, with many losing everything except their lives. In crises 
such as these, it’s inspiring to witness the outpouring of support from our faith community. Today, let’s give to 
our local church budget to support those in need in times like this. 
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June 20, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Sonora Smart Dodd was 16 when she lost her mother in childbirth. Her father, a Civil War veteran, single-
handedly raised six children, including a newborn. They lived in Washington state and life was not always 
easy. Years later, as Sonora sat in church listening to a Mother’s Day sermon, she felt a deep desire to honor 
her father, William Jackson Smart. She started a petition in her town to designate June 5, her father’s birthday, 
as a holiday. The town obliged, and a few weeks later the first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910.  

In 1972, President Richard Nixon elevated the local statute to federal level and proclaimed Father’s Day a 
national holiday. The affection of a grateful daughter led to fathers across the world being recognized and 
appreciated.  

Every Sabbath, when we gather in churches across the country, we celebrate a close and intrinsic relationship 
with our heavenly Father. Let us cherish not only our natural earthly fathers, but also our Heavenly one.  

As we collect our local offerings and tithe, let us be grateful to our Father for our lives, health, and families. 

 

June 27, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

We have been living in a changed world due to COVID-19. None of us yet know what the world will be like after 
the virus has been defeated. Most people believe our lives will never be the same. Some of the changes may 
be good, while others may not.  

There are some things that will definitely be the same. Children will still be born, and they will still grow up. 
Their world will undoubtedly be even further separated from God’s ideal than ours. They will face tempations 
and challenges we can’t even fathom. And they, more than ever, will need to learn about Jesus. They will need 
people in their lives who can point them to God. 

Let’s be there for them in whatever ways we can. Let’s teach them, encourage them, pray for them, and love 
them. And let’s support ministries that can accomplish these things in ways we may not be able to do. 
Elementary education, Sunnydale Academy, and Camp Heritage have not gone away. They are adjusting to a 
new normal and will continue meeting the academic and spiritual needs of children throughout our conference. 
Let’s give them the financial resources they need to continue these vital ministries to our kids. 
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