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July 4, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Ever since the fifth grade, Andrew desired to move to the United States and be one of its citizens. This 
incredible honor materialized when Andrew arrived in New York City in 1999. From the beginning, Andrew was 
spellbound. The skyscrapers, the hustle and bustle of the city, and the kindness and generosity of its people 
were electrifying.  

Everywhere Andrew traveled, people from all backgrounds, colors, and cultures welcomed him as one of their 
own. Andrew could barely speak English, but that hardly mattered. America’s people displayed a decency and 
desire to help even when communication was difficult.  

Andrew fell in love with America: its zest for life, its optimism, and its belief in the collective potential for a better 
world. Andrew became a citizen and for the past 20 years has made the United States his temporary home. He 
has studied, married, and welcomed children in its land. He calls it a temporary home because as much as he 
loves his country, he looks forward to a permanent eternity with our God.  

With an eye towards a country promised by our Savior, let us be faithful in returning our tithes and offerings to 
hasten its coming. 

 

July 11, 2020 – COVID-19 Response 

When a crisis strikes, it’s an opportunity for us as a church to reach out and help others. Today a special 
offering will be collected for local needs related to COVID-19. Its purpose is to help with needs in our local 
community such as families who have been financially impacted, and for supplies such as masks, gloves, 
sanitizer, and more. Please write “COVID-19 Response” on your tithe envelope. 

Every donation makes a difference! 
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July 18, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

July is usually the perfect month for a summer trip. COVID-19 may or may not have disrupted your plans this 
month, but regardless of how you spend your July you can still look for ways to disconnect, take a break from 
work, hectic schedules, and the minutia of the daily grind—hopefully returning refreshed and ready for a new 
cycle of work, family, and routine.  

Many know John 3:16 by heart. Its core message is that God loves humanity and came to save it. From the 
moment humanity chose sin in the Garden of Eden, God never had a day off from His “work.” Every day, the 
Creator of the universe “shows up for work” by healing, protecting, advising (via the Holy Spirit), admonishing, 
hoping (for wise choices), crying, and smiling.  

Can you imagine the 9-to-5 grind in God’s schedule? The sheer magnitude of God’s presence in our universe 
at all times and being of service to a fallen humanity is overwhelming—yet encouraging. He is there for us—we 
can count on Him. At all times.  

Let us remember God in the midst of our summer plans, whatever they are. God never takes a day off, or a 
break. He is serving humanity 24 hours a day, every day, until His Son returns again. 

 

July 25, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

Several young people are baptized every year as a result of the ministry happening in Iowa-Missouri’s 
elementary schools, Sunnydale Academy, and Camp Heritage—the three areas supported by today’s 
Combined Youth Ministries offering. 

During the school year, students hear the word of God in their daily Bible classes and worships, and decisions 
to follow Jesus are being made weekly. Young people from all over the conference and many from elsewhere 
attend a week of summer camp at Camp Heritage each summer, with many taking their stand for Jesus there.  

In 1 Corinthians 3:5, Paul describes how each positive influence plays a vital role in spiritual maturity: “I planted 
the seed. Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” Parents, pastors, family members and church 
members have planted the seed. Our schools and summer camp programs help to water them, and God 
nurtures these young people as they grow in their spiritual journey.  

Let’s invest together in the spiritual growth of our young people. 
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