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Offertory readings and Stewpot newsletter available at imsda.org/resources 

August 1, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Much like our present crisis, in 1925 a major diphtheria epidemic was just about to sweep Nome, Alaska. The 
harsh and excessively cold Alaskan environment hindered the transportation of a lifesaving serum that would 
stop the spread of the epidemic. It was so cold that the engine of the sole aircraft that could have potentially 
delivered the medicine did not turn on.  

Dogs were employed with sleds to transport the medication. It was an arduous journey with limited visibility, 
high winds, and temperatures of minus 31-degrees Celsius. Balto, a Siberian husky, relied solely on his senses 
to keep Gunnar Kaasen on the right track and lead him into Nome. Their delivery averted the epidemic.  

God also staved off a major catastrophe by sending His only Son Jesus Christ to deliver a lifesaving sacrifice 
on the cross. Jesus endured ridicule, mockery, abuse, and violence for the salvation of humanity. Isaiah 53 
tells us that Jesus was led as a lamb to a slaughterhouse and did not object. It was His choice to finish the 
journey and provide a lifesaving option.  

The local church is a body of believers charged with reaching out to people who do not know Jesus. Our tithe 
and offerings are an intricate part in this outreach. Let us be faithful in returning that which is God’s. 

 

August 8, 2020 – NAD Women’s Ministries 

Women invested in Jesus’s cause from the beginning. When Jesus traveled, the Twelve went with him, along 
with Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, “and many others who provided for Him from their substance” (Luke 
8:1-3). Lydia, a businesswoman, became the first follower of Jesus in Europe. Priscilla and her husband, 
Aquila, hosted Paul in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome. 

Women’s investment goes beyond financial. Jesus met a Samaritan woman who became the first evangelist in 
John’s gospel. Mary Magdalene was the first witness of Jesus’s resurrection. Tabitha, or Dorcas, shared the 
gospel through acts of service. Phoebe, a deacon, traveled hundreds of miles to deliver Paul’s letter to Rome. 
Junia, an apostle, went to prison for Jesus’s cause. 

Our mothers, sisters, and daughters still face unique challenges as we serve Christ together. Women’s 
Ministries provides opportunities and resources for women to experience spiritual growth, freedom from abuse, 
mentoring, networking, and greater service at home, church, and in the community. 

You may not know all of their names, but your investment today will impact the lives of women and men across 
this division, for Jesus’s cause. 

http://www.imsda.org/resources


August 15, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

After her baptism, Luzia made a plan to return her offering as a percentage of her income. She did not want to 
“forget” to be grateful to God. While living in Brazil, Luzia got a well-paying job, and writing checks for the tithes 
and offerings became painful. She always understood that tithes don’t belong to us and we return them to God. 
But she wasn’t so sure about offerings anymore. 

Luzia prayed and finally understood that offerings are a way to show God our gratitude for the blessings 
received, and the only way to reduce the amount was if God reduced her blessings. Looking back, she can see 
that after returning tithe and giving offerings she always had enough to pay her bills, buy all she needed, and 
even make trips around the world. 

She says the best thing happened when she and her husband moved to the United States. They sold their 
condo in Brazil and with that money bought a house for cash in the States. Daily she thanks God for this 
blessing and miracle, because, by her calculations, it should never have been possible. 

God doesn’t need our money. He only wants us to learn to trust Him and His plans for our life. Luzia 
encourages you to try and see God’s generosity! 

 

August 22, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

*Please show the video that was sent to your church instead of doing a reading. If showing the video is not an 
option, please read the following during the offering appeal.* 

Earlier this year, Camp Heritage announced that due to COVID-19 all 2020 summer camps were being 
postponed to 2021. While that may sound like a tricky way to say summer camp was canceled, the wording 
indicates a mindset of looking forward to new opportunities instead of focusing on what was missed.  

That same mindset helped Camp Heritage look for new opportunities for next year including a three-week 
discipleship program for older teens called DiscipleTrek–Camp Heritage. It’s designed to help young people 
study out Bible truths, accept them as their own, and then learn how to share them with others. This summer, a 
group of camp staff participated in the program, and it was a time of personal and spiritual growth. We are 
excited for the impact this will have on campers in 2021! 

Several improvements to camp facilities were also completed this summer, including renovations to the boys’ 
and girls’ area shower houses, updates to the Medicine Lodge building, painting nearly everything within reach, 
and other various projects. Staff also worked on creating a family devotions resource to help families who are 
wanting to begin having family worship at home. 

Thanks to the faithful support of many in the conference, and some help from the Mid-America Union, these 
staff were able to earn money to help them return to school this fall. Without the support of Iowa-Missouri 
Conference constituents, the ministry that happened at Camp Heritage this summer could not have taken 
place. Thank you for your support of the Combined Youth Ministries offering, which helps fund ministry 
opportunities in our local elementary schools, at Sunnydale Academy, and at Camp Heritage. If you haven’t yet 
joined the Combined Youth Ministries movement, today would be a great day to hop on board! You will likely 
be helping to change the life of a young person! 



August 29, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

With fewer than 40 people in attendance, the Roundup and Lewistown Seventh-day Adventist churches in rural 
Montana asked a very important question: “How can we impact our local communities with such small 
congregations?” Its “graying” constituency felt inadequate and had mobility, health, and age issues. Many 
argued that the modern technology was “way over our head.” We prayed, and then… God had a sense of 
humor.  

In 2014, a man named Richard called asking: “Would you like a radio station? I will pay for most expenses and 
help set it up. Please tell me, Pastor, how many radio stations would you like to have?” Richard did not listen to 
the pastor’s arguments, and the rest is history!  

That year, three FM radio stations were founded in the communities of Lewistown, Roundup, and Billings. In 
the first two churches, the members run these stations, producing weekly content for their entire city, running 
computers, setting up microphones, and broadcasting on social media. 

Whether it’s running radio stations or supporting our local church budget, together we can make a difference! 
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