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September 5, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

In 2018, Americans collectively owed nearly four trillion dollars in consumer debt. A big chunk of this debt was 
credit card debt. The interest payment on such debt servicing alone stood at an astronomical $104 billion.  

One would ask, why are we borrowing so much? In 2014, a Gallup World Poll commissioned a study asking 
adults from more than 140 countries some basic questions related to “financial concepts, interest rates, 
compounding, inflation, and risk diversification.” Only one in three adults was able to give a correct answer. 
Collectively, we are becoming a financially illiterate society.  

In contrast, the Bible gives us very strong counsel when it comes to debt: Don’t have it. “The borrower is 
servant to the lender,” Proverbs 22:7 warns us. Borrowing robs us of the freedom to sponsor causes that are 
important to God.  

Our offering today is for local church budget. Are we able to stay faithful in our giving or do we have to fret and 
worry that we are not able to meet all of our obligations due to excessive debt? 

September 12, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Chris Gardner’s fascinating story is portrayed in the movie, “The Pursuit of Happyness.” As a single parent with 
a young boy in tow, Gardner’s character, played by Will Smith, had a hard time making it. He struggled to find 
adequate housing, as he had odd jobs and poor transportation. The story was emotional, raw, and 
uncomfortable at times. In the end, Gardner’s exasperated pursuit of happiness was successful.  

In real life, Chris Gardner becomes very prosperous. In his #1 New York Times best seller, Start Where You 
Are, he describes a roadmap that invites his success to be replicated. One of the most important points a 
reader takes away reading this book is that for anyone to succeed they need to start where they are.  

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Around the 
world a tired humanity is desperately searching for a substitute that will take away burdens and give peace. 
Yet, God reminds us that we can come to Him as we are.  

Today, as we give to our local church budget, remember that our presence in this community allows us to 
reach people where they are. 
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September 19, 2020 – Local Church Budget 

Parents often feel guilty for not doing enough for their children. In fact, at times, some of us parents go 
overboard and indulge our children. Desires are satisfied, toys pile up in the guest bedroom, high-priced 
electronics are purchased. Soon after some of these items are acquired, interest in them subsides and they 
are relegated to obscurity. Is this story familiar?  

The Bible teaches us that we should “train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Teaching children about tithes and offerings is best in their earlier years. They 
can be taught to count out the tithe from monies they earned. They can also participate in donating to worthy 
causes.  

The key in this training is the selection of proper timing, attitude, and benevolence. The child should not feel 
compelled. If properly explained, most children desire to participate in a project that helps other people.  

Recently, a local pastor learned with delight that a young boy was returning his tithe faithfully because “that’s 
what God desired.”  

Let us teach our children to be faithful in their earning and return to God what is rightfully His. This training will 
reap extraordinary dividends in the future. 

September 26, 2020 – Combined Youth Ministries 

Today’s Combined Youth Ministries offering supports our elementary schools, Sunnydale Academy and Camp 
Heritage. Each of these ministries have been impacted by COVID-19, much like your local church and perhaps 
even your personal finances. 

Facing a loss of income due to the pandemic, a refugee mother contacted her child’s school to see what 
options she may have concerning an outstanding tuition bill. The principal was happy to inform her that the 
school’s refugee committee was able to use local funds to pay the bill. Dropping to her knees in gratitude, the 
sobbing mother thanked the principal for this assistance. Stories like this are only possible because of your 
ongoing support through the Combined Youth Ministries offering. 

This crucial fund annually receives approximately $220,000. But if every member who currently pays tithe 
would give just 1% of their income to this area, we’d have well over $1 million annually and most or all of our 
needs would be met. Imagine what other great stories could come out of that!  

Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness and support. 
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