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September marks the launch of Rise Up, our monthly 
conference-wide call to prayer. Inspired by the hymn 
“Rise Up, O Church of God,” we are asking every 
member—man, woman and child—to rise up, to join 
others from around the conference in prayer for a full 
week each month. 

This month’s prayer focus is our conference elementary 
schools and Sunnydale Adventist Academy. In addition to 
your private prayers, from September 6-12 we encourage 
you to join with a prayer partner, a group of friends, or 
even as a church or school family to lift up our schools. 

Here are some specific prayer requests from conference 
education superintendent Joe Allison and Sunnydale 
principal Gary Russell:

• Health and safety for teachers, students and families
• Ability to safely hold in-person classes all school year
• Specific health issues impacting teachers and families
• Recovery for the Cedar Rapids community, church 
  members, school, and refugee populations; and any 
  other areas impacted by the recent storm
• Strong financial support for each of our schools
• Strength, courage and wisdom for us all as we continue 
  to navigate these challenging times
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Watch video messages from 
Joe Allison and Gary Russell 
at imsda.org/riseup.
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