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The family was car-pooling on their way to their son’s graduation in Tennessee when 
someone asked, “What is ministry?” 
 
 
Someone else asked, “What ministry is most impactful to the community?” 
 
 
The lively discussion paused when the GPS directed them off the highway for no 
apparent reason. At the stoplight was a man who had a sign asking for food. The 
temperature that day was close to 100-degrees Fahrenheit. The man was turning red 
and was covered with sweat. He looked as if he were moments from fainting. 
 
 
The driver pulled a sandwich, a dessert cup, and a bottle of water from the cooler. The 
man shouted that this was an answer to prayer. He had prayed that the Lord would send 
food and water so he could survive in the intense heat. 
 
 
That’s when the GPS redirected to the exit. 
 
 
As the family resumed their trip, the driver joined the discussion and stated, “This is 
ministry. When you touch the lives of the people, not only to convert them, but to 
minister to their needs, that is ministry.” 
 
 
Each church understands the needs of their community. When you give to the local 
budget, you are being part of the ministry of the church to reach the community for 
Christ. What is ministry? Here are the words from Jesus. “Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” Matthew 
25:45 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

Sunnydale Academy 

October 9, 2021 

Today’s offering is for Sunnydale Adventist Academy, your academy.  
 
In Mark 16:15, we are given the Gospel Commission, “Go throughout the 
whole world and preach the gospel to all people.” The Gospel Commission 
is the heart of Sunnydale and today’s offering is for the Student Assistance  
fund.  
 
Over the past four years, Sunnydale’s enrollment has been at the maximum 
level with 150+ students each year. This year Sunnydale’s enrollment is 161 
students. The joy of having a full enrollment also brings challenges of 
operation including the need to fund each student.  
 
The diversity of the Sunnydale family is amazing with more than 24 languages 
represented within the student body. Students come from small towns and the  
inner city neighborhoods. The range of financial status is as varied as the school 
culture is diverse.  
 
Ministry opportunities abound. For example, a 12th grade boy shared, “At home  
I don’t feel God is there. At Sunnydale I feel God is here. I need to take God  
home with me!” This is only a small insight into this student’s home life and the 
importance of Sunnydale in his life. 
 
Please understand the importance of the offering you give today in 
connecting hearts to Jesus and consider continuing to give on a monthly 
basis to the Sunnydale Student Assistance fund. 
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Jesus was en route to Jerusalem when He heard ten lepers shouting “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us.” Luke 17:13 
 
 
Christ acknowledged their request and told them to show themselves to the priest. As 
they were walking away, they noticed Jesus had already healed their leprosy. Their skin 
was soft and silky. No trace of disease remained. 
 
 
One of the former lepers turned around and returned to honor Jesus for the miracle. 
Only one. Often, we are the recipients of God’s grace. We pray, we plead; we come 
before the Lord with our petitions. When God grants us His grace, there are many who 
forget to thank the Lord for His mercies. 
 
 
There are many ways of thanking the Lord. One way is by offering Him a thank offering. 
When a child is born in good health, some give a thank offering to express gratitude to 
the Lord. A successful surgery can be an opportunity to give a thank offering to Jesus, 
the Great Physician. When a child returns home after having wandered away, we rejoice. 
In the story of the prodigal son, the father held a feast thanking the Lord for the return 
of his son. Today, we can honor our Lord for His many gifts. 
 
 
We can thank Him for His grace, for His protection, and for His love toward us. “And 
when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the Lord, offer it at your own 
will.” Leviticus 22:29 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Combined Youth Ministries 

October 23, 2021 

Earlier this summer I was, once again, reminded of the life-changing opportunities that 
exist in the lives of our young people.  I was waiting in my car, anticipating the perfect 
moment to make my move.  Earlier I had been directed to leave Dollar General, 
convicted and sentenced for the “crime” of walking through the wide open double doors 
to quickly make a purchase; however, I had entered the store before they were open for 
business.  Now I was waiting for the store to officially open, so I could secure the 
supplies our kitchen desperately needed. 
 
As I patiently waited for the all clear from the store manager, I scanned the parking lot.  
There was only one other early bird shopper; they were also waiting in their vehicle.  
Finally, the manager appeared, and our entrance was approved. 
 
I was quickly making my way back to the front door as I heard a voice call out, “Hey, 
how have you been?”  I looked up and recognized a mother of one of our former 
campers.  We quickly caught up on life, and then I asked, “So how’s your son doing?”.  I 
knew he had been a passenger in a serious car accident a few months prior, an accident 
that had claimed the life of his girlfriend, so I was eager to hear how he was doing.  She 
quickly filled me in on details of his struggles to deal with the incident, how he had 
moved back home, and how he has started his own lawn care business.  She circled back 
to talk about life’s complexities stemming from the accident and how her son was going 
to church.  Then she was quiet for a moment.  Clearly, she was choosing her next words 
carefully.  I waited to hear what she would say next.  She finally broke the silence, 
saying, “You know, sending my son to your camp was the best thing I ever did.” 
 
What awesome opportunities exist to be part of a young person’s story in our youth 
ministries!  Today’s offering is designated for Combined Youth Ministries.  It is an 
offering that goes to help support the mission of Camp Heritage, Sunnydale Academy, 
and our elementary schools.  I invite you to join in financially supporting our Combined 
Youth Ministries, helping create more opportunities for young people like the one in our 
reading today. 
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John and Nellie had lost their jobs because of downsizing. They were living on 
unemployment. However, as they were applying for new jobs, they had an idea. 
 
 
“Let’s volunteer for the church community service program,” John suggested. 
 
 
Nellie agreed. “We can use this gift of spare time while we’re job hunting to serve 
others.” 
 
 
Their own difficulties seemed few when they opened their eyes to the needs of the 
community. They saw parents struggling to feed their children, to pay for their rent, and 
to get proper clothing for their kids. They understood, because they too were in a similar 
situation. They learned compassion. 
 
 
As the days turned into weeks, their hearts changed. When the Lord opened doors of 
opportunities and both went back to work, they saw with different eyes. When the time 
came for offerings, they gave to their community service program. Not only that, but 
when there were holidays, rather than taking all the time off for themselves, they 
continued to volunteer to serve others. 

 
 
We might not always have monetary resources to give to a ministry, but we can give our 
time, hands, and feet. We can touch the lives of others for God’s glory. This places these 
scripture verses in a new light. “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matthew 6:20, 21 


