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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1   
 
 
We worship God because first is where He belongs. The opening words of the Holy 
Scriptures, “In the beginning God,” positions God as “The First” without other details 
about His origin and prior existence. His position as “The First” is more than an 
honorary or a static title; it declares the Divine Being as the rightful Starter of 
everything. In Paul’s words, He is the Chief Cornerstone, and for John the Revelator, He 
is the Alpha. As the appeal “Put God First” resounds in our ears, it would be 
presumptuous to think that we can decide whether God is first. Putting God First is 
simply an acknowledgment of who God is: The First, The Starter. When we put God 
first, we are aligning our existence with the order of the universe. 
 
 
The story is told of two brothers who were busy assembling the pieces of a puzzle game. 
After some time, the father could hear conflict between the brothers. As he stepped into 
the room, he could see both of them holding onto and pulling the same piece of the 
puzzle while screaming at each other. One wanted to place the piece at the bottom left 
and the other at the top right. He could not refrain from smiling and finally gave these 
words of advice: “Unless the piece is placed where it should be, you will never complete 
the puzzle.” 
 
 
Unless God is placed first in our lives, where He is supposed to be, our existence will 
never be complete. We are doomed to be non-starters. In managing our resources, small 
and great, who and what is competing for first place? If you aspire to make this year a 
masterpiece of your life, choose to acknowledge God as the First in everything. 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”  Matthew 5:9-13 
 
 
The mission of the Adventist Church’s Religious Liberty Ministry is to preserve the 
ability of its members to practice and share their faith as their conscience dictates and to 
administer the Church’s institutions in a manner consistent with our biblical beliefs. 
 
 
The Public Affairs and Religious Liberty ministry protects and defends these sacred 
freedoms through the distribution of Liberty magazine, legislative advocacy, public 
awareness initiatives, coalition building, education of our members and pastors, and the 
legal system. 
 
 
The funds given today will go to sponsor Liberty magazine subscriptions to individuals 
who make decisions that impact our ability to live out our religious convictions, to share 
God’s love with others, and to maintain churches and schools that reflect our Christian 
values and teachings. 
 
 
The funds will also support the legal defense of members who experience religious 
discrimination in the workplace. 
 
 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church additionally advocates on behalf of the religious 
freedoms of individuals who believe differently than we do. In doing so we honor God’s 
gracious gift of individual choice and the power of the Holy Spirit to motivate sincere 
change. 
 
 
Please prayerfully consider giving generously to this offering. The amount of money 
contributed directly impacts the number of Liberty subscriptions that are distributed 
and the number of members the church is able to assist.  Join me in making the 
religious freedom of our church and its members a priority. 
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The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever.  2 Timothy 4:18 
 
 
We worship God with our resources because of His multiple saving acts against 
supernatural powers. The Apostle Paul speaks about his assurance concerning God’s 
protection and deliverance from every evil attack. God’s rescue from such supernatural 
powers was one motive leading Paul to constantly give Him glory. 
 
 
As a young boy, Eric struggled with frequent nightmares, dreaming of attacks by strange 
animals that looked like some of the divinities worshiped in his culture. Frequently, he 
would wake up sweating and crying. As soon as he went back to sleep, the nightmares 
would return. To make things worse, Eric’s family would often hear strange noises on 
the steel roof of their house, like someone running or a stone rolling. The parents were 
convinced that their home was haunted and that the evil spirit wanted to kill their son. 
They tried every possible means to ensure protection from these supernatural attacks. 
Among those things, the parents would bring the boy to a Hindu priest for regular 
rituals, and once a year they would do a pilgrimage to the grave of a priest. They vowed 
not to cut Eric’s hair until he turned 7. Apparently, these strategies did not bring the 
little boy peace. Finally, they resolved to seek help from the God of the Bible. At 
bedtime, the mother would read Psalm 91 while laying hands on the boy’s head. 
Gradually, Eric began making the connection between prayers before sleeping and a 
night without nightmares. He became convinced of the existence of a God who is more 
powerful than the evil forces which were harassing him. For complete security, he 
dedicated his life to the powerful God. 
 
 
Evil attacks may be visible or invisible, known or unknown, but they are a reality that 
many experience. However, everyone and everything dedicated to God can be securely 
preserved. This week, as we worship with our tithe and regular offerings, let us express 
thankfulness for divine protection. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Combined Youth Ministries 
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The young lad told his mother the news, Jesus, the Miracle Worker, would preach by the 
Sea of Galilee that day.  He wanted to see Jesus.  His mother packed him a lunch.  The 
boy didn’t realize that what he had in his hand would touch the lives of thousands that 
day and for centuries to come.   

He arrived early and found a front-row seat.  He never remembered his lunch until near 
evening.  Then he heard the Master speaking to the disciples about a need for food.  He 
offered Jesus all the food he had. 

Jesus thanked him and asked the multitude to sit down.  He “took the five loaves, and 
the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to 
his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.”  Matthew 14:19 

That day, 5,000 men, plus women and children ate their fill of warm bread and salted 
fish.  Jesus told them to gather up the leftovers.  Can’t you see the boy filling his bag 
with the miracle food and rushing home to share with his mother? 

Not one of the four gospel writers tells us his name.  But his actions are recorded for all 
eternity.   

As we give to the Combined Youth Ministries, let us remember the impact our young 
people have, not only in our Conference, but also wherever they are interacting with 
others.  God can take the offering you have in your hand and by His touch multiply your 
offering to bless the lives of thousands through our young people. 
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“Every firstborn male in Israel, whether human or animal, is mine. When I struck down 
all the firstborn in Egypt, I set them apart for myself.”  Numbers 8:17 
 
 
We worship God with our resources because He has preserved our lives. We all 
remember Joseph and Mary bringing baby Jesus to the temple 33 days after his birth. 
This event is known as the dedication of Jesus and has inspired many Christians. The 
origin of this practice goes back to the time that the Israelites left Egypt. During the 
tenth plague, the firstborn of the Egyptian was killed whereas God protected the 
Israelite firstborn. As a sign of remembrance, every parent in Israel would consecrate 
their firstborn son to the Lord and make the corresponding offerings. Depending on the 
family’s wealth, either a one-year-old lamb or two turtledoves were offered in 
appreciation of and for the consecration of a spared life. 
 
 
God is still sparing lives today. Eric was a young man when he realized how God spared 
his life. His summer job was to clean some large windowpanes of a three-story building. 
He had to step out of each room and stand on a 5 inch edge to clean the outside surface 
of the fixed middle panel of each window. There was no security gear. He was only 
holding the frame tightly with one hand while working with the other. One day, while he 
was working outside of a room on the third floor, a violent wind closed the window on 
his hand that was holding the frame. As a reflex reaction, he released his grip. For a few 
seconds, he was standing still, hands free, 65 feet above the ground with no security. 
Miraculously, Eric came back to himself and managed to take hold of the frame with his 
injured hand. God had preserved his life and he chose to fully consecrate himself by 
serving His Protector. 
 
 
After going through a pandemic that has already killed millions of people, we as the 
survivors have many reasons to be thankful. This week as we worship with our tithe and 
regular offerings, let us show appreciation to our Protector. 
 


