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Happy New Year! Did you make any New Year’s resolutions? Some people don’t make New 
Year’s resolutions because they have tried making resolutions before and don’t want the 
discouragement that comes from repeated failures.  
 
And yet we make commitments and re-commitments all the time. Vibrant relationships 
involve commitments and re-commitments, including forgiveness when we mess up. 
Weddings call for commitments, and anniversaries spark natural moments of 
recommitment. The start of a school year launches commitments for students, staff, and 
families.  
 
Beginning a new year provides a natural time to make a commitment, or a re-commitment, 
to Jesus. Today, I’m inviting you to acknowledge explicitly that “all you are” comes from 
Jesus and give all you are back to Jesus. Let’s actively symbolize this.  
 
Please stand at this time. I know you’re not accustomed to doing this during the offering—
unless you’re a deacon. But I’m asking everyone here to stand to their feet today for the 
offering. Yes, you.  
 
When the offering container comes to you, pass your tithe envelope or your cash around 
yourself from the front to the back and back to the front (demonstrate it from the front and 
have the deacons demonstrate it as well). (Alternate: place it over your heart and then raise 
it to heaven.)  
 
Yes, you can put your offering in the offering plate, but first symbolize your full commitment 
to Jesus by encircling your entire self with your offering (or placing it over your heart and 
then raising it to heaven). And then feel free to sit down after that time. Let’s commit and 
re-commit ourselves to Jesus as we start this New Year!   
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Did you know that just 150 years ago, being a Seventh-day Adventist in the United States 
could be a risky business? Take the case of Pastor James Scoles from Springdale, Arkansas. 
He volunteered to help finish painting his congregation’s newly built church and decided to 
complete the work one quiet Sunday morning. “I went over to the church,” he said later, 
“and finished up a small strip of painting on the south side… and here I quietly worked away 
for perhaps two hours.”* For this act, Pastor Scoles was arrested and jailed—and it was just 
one of many cases where Adventists and other religious minorities were prosecuted under 
state Sunday laws.  
 
Today, we may not be arrested for working on Sunday, but religious freedom must still be 
defended. As Ellen White reminded us, we must remain vigilant and hold high the “banner 
of truth and religious liberty” in these last days. Today, we have the opportunity to support 
the vital mission of Liberty magazine and the work of our Public Affairs and Religious 
Liberty leaders. With each issue of Liberty magazine that rolls off the presses, and with each 
visit to a legislator’s office, or legal case argued, our religious liberty leaders are working to 
defend the precious, God-given gift of freedom for all people. With our offering today, we 
have a chance to raise high the banner of religious liberty.  
 
* A. T. Jones, Civil Government and Religion (Oakland, CA: American Sentinel, 1889), p. 
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In Christ’s parable of the talents from Matt. 25:14–30, it seems God gives people what they 
have. We then develop and use these, and then we give an account to Christ when He 
returns. Not everyone receives the same talents or the same number of talents.  
 
What talent(s) has God given you? Some might be obvious, while others could seem minor 
or even uncertain. Let’s take a moment corporately to consider what God has given to each 
of us. You can do this on your own, as well. You might already have a clear answer or two 
from God, or maybe you need more time. Perhaps each of us should do this at least once a 
week.  
 
However, the next question for us to consider would be, “What are you doing with what God 
has given you?” Yes, it comes from God, but He gives it to you to develop and to use for His 
glory and for the benefit of others. Every member here present, please hold out your hands 
in front of you, cupped together, demonstrating that you are receiving talents from God 
(demonstrate this posture as you speak and encourage listeners to participate actively).  
 
Holding your hands cupped together in front of you, pray a short prayer, asking God what 
talents He has given you. And ask Him how He wants you to use them. I will finish with a 
blessing on our tithes and offerings and the way God is going to use your talents to advance 
His kingdom.  
 
Now consider, “What are you doing with what God has given you?”  
 
Let’s pray together, thanking God for our talents, and asking His guidance for their use. 
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Evangelism is defined as, “the winning or revival of personal commitments to Christ.” 
Today’s offering for Combined Youth Ministries supports two evangelistic ministries of the 
Iowa-Missouri Conference. The Youth department and K-12 education. Youth ministries are 
Adventure and Pathfinder clubs, Camp Heritage, elementary schools, and Sunnydale 
Adventist Academy. Youth ministries are thriving and alive in Iowa and Missouri! 
Adventure clubs, Pathfinder clubs, schools, and summer camp enrollments testify to the 
significant role Youth Ministries plays in our conference.  
 
“The spiritual training should in no case be neglected. Let us teach our children the 
beautiful lessons of God’s Word, that through these they may gain a knowledge of Him.” 
Child Guidance page 493 . 
 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, because the Kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14  
 
Thank you for supporting the spiritual development of our children with your offerings. 
Please include Combined Youth Ministries in your systematic giving. Together, through our 
financial support and the hours invested by teachers, camp, Adventure and Pathfinder staff, 
we will make an eternal difference in the lives of God’s children and ‘Spread the Gospel 
Message’ through the world! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


